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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

I can hardly believe that May is here. May is a busy month in the life of our congregation as we celebrate Mother’s Day (May 8th), honor our graduates and those making school transitions (May
15th), wrap up Sunday School (May 22nd) and youth group, and look towards the summer.
Please know that each of you are in my prayers -- especially students, parents, grandparents and
caregivers, teachers and educators -- as we navigate this month of celebrations and transitions.
In worship, I will be focusing my sermons on our congregation’s 5 Core Values:
May 1 -- Extravagant Welcome, Romans 15:7-13 (I particularly love The Message’s interpretation)
May 8 -- Ministry of All Believers, Isaiah 61:1-6a and Acts 16:13-15 (Mother’s Day)
May 15 -- Lifelong Journey, Psalm 139:1-18 and John 14:15-17, 25-27(Graduation Sunday)
May 22 -- Authentic Community, John 13:34-45 and Romans 12:3-18
May 29 -- Engaging the World, Matthew 25:35-40 and Acts 1:1-9
Finally, I will be out of the office the week of May 16th through 20th.
As I imagine you’ve all picked up by now, I LOVE to preach. Preparing sermons has become a
grounding spiritual practice for me as I read and pray over scripture, consider commentaries and
theologians’ perspectives, and think about our congregation and world. I am SO thankful that this
year, I get to attend the Festival of Homiletics! (I know, I know -- it sounds VERY pastor-nerdy, and I
am VERY excited!) This year, the Festival will be right here in Denver and the theme is: “After the
Storm: Preaching and Trauma.” I look forward to sharing with you all about my learnings from this
time of Continuing Education in worship on May 22nd.
I am so grateful for each of you and for this community of love and faith,

Thandiwe
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks are now optional in our sanctuary and
church building. The balcony and west section of the sanctuary are available for physically distanced seating, with masks required.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

Graduation Sunday - May 15 during Worship
Let us celebrate our amazing highschool (Maria Greaves, Parker Jackson, Rosie Sharmer) and college (Allison Goerke and Alycia Pisano) graduates and all those who are making transitions in
school this coming year (Mya Haux moving into highschool). If you have someone in your life that
you would like to honor in this service, please contact Pastor Thandiwe no later than May 8th.

Virtual & In Person Congregational Meting - May 15
Sunday, May 15, following worship
In addition to our regular May meeting agenda items (such as a budget report and worship plans for
the summer), we will be unveiling our new congregational logo that was approved by the Church
Board at their April meeting. Please be sure to read the Logo write-up included in this newsletter.
We hope to have church merchandise (t-shirts, bumper stickers, etc) with the logo available before
too long.
To join via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616, Passcode: 773088

Be A Blessing - Yard Sign $20
Why not share a blessing with your neighborhood with this encouraging
sign.
Purchase a “Be A Blessing” Yard sign for $20 from the church. Supplies
are limited. First come, first served.
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Grieving the Loss of a Love
Wednesdays, May 4 - June 8, 6:00 pm
"You never get over the death of a loved one. You get through it."
--Unknown
Coping with the death of a loved one, whether spouse, friend, child, relative, or a close person of
any kind, is hard. We all grieve differently. The only commonality is that someone important is no
longer living. Determining how to continue living after death can be hard.
We invite you to a six-week series to learn more about how to cope with death, manage grief, speak
with others who have also experienced loss, and hear about helpful resources to assist you in your
grieving process. We will gather in a casual setting, enjoy light refreshments, and share in conversation as we wish so everyone knows they are not alone on this journey.
We will meet in the church Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm from May 4th until June
8th. To sign up, please contact the church office (office@lovelanducc.org, 970-667-4884). All members and friends of the congregation are welcome.
Our convenor will be the Rev. Elizabeth Endicott. Some of you know Elizabeth from when she was
our interim minister during Pastor Thandiwe's parental leave. Elizabeth served parishes and was a
chaplain in Wisconsin, Colorado, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Minnesota. She is a trained
mediator and hospice chaplain and has a wealth of experience in assisting families through the
grieving process. She also serves as a deacon in our congregation.

RMC Annual Celebration 2022
June 9 - June 11 on Zoom
The office of the RMC and the BOD have begun planning the 2022 Annual Celebration and Business Meeting, which will be held June 9th through the 11th on Zoom. The agenda and other information will be shared in the next few weeks.
To participate in this event you are required to register in order that a Zoom link can be sent to
you. For information and registration, go to https://rmcucc.org/annual-celebration-2022/. Registration
closes on June 6, 2022
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New First Congregational Church, Loveland UCC Logo
What is a logo and why have one?
The purpose of a logo is to say in a simple image something about who we are as well as to offer an
image that can be connected to our church. (Just think -- all you need to see is a little silver apple
with a bite out of it, and you can picture dozens of tech tools like computers, smart watches,
phones, etc.) Pastor Thandiwe designed several logo prototypes that have 3 central images and
some accompanying words.
The images are: A heart. A cross. Mountains.
The short version of what these symbols say is: We are a Christian community nestled in the
shadow of the Rocky Mountains, and we seek to follow Christ’s way of love.
The longer version:
1. We start with love.
• After all God is love (1 John 4:16).
• The greatest commandments are to love: God with all our heart, soul, strength and mind, and
our neighbor as ourselves. (Matthew 22:37-39; Mark 12:29-31; Luke 10:27)
• On Sunday mornings we welcome people saying: Whoever you are and wherever you are on
life’s journey you are a beloved child of God and you are welcome here.
• Our Open and Affirming (ONA) welcome statement proclaims: “we seek to be an expression of
God’s all-encompassing love in the world.”
• We are located in LOVEland Colorado.
And so, we start with love. Representing that love is a heart at the center of our logo.
2. God is in creation.
If you ask many members of our congregation where they experience God, you will hear about nature: walking and hiking; fishing in nearby rivers, lakes and streams; tending their gardens or spending time with their animals. We delight in the wonders of creation, and it is IN creation that we most
consistently find God.
Additionally, in 2019, one of our seasonal worship teams created mountains that they hung behind
our altar. The mountains were intended to only stay up for a few months, but we have yet to take
them down and are now talking about how to make them more permanent.
The mountains in our logo remind us of where we are (Loveland, Colorado) and how we find God in
the beauty of creation all around us.
3. We are followers of Christ.
As a community and individuals, we seek to follow Christ. We look to the Bible for his teachings. We
strive to sow justice, live peace and walk love just as he did.
The cross symbolizes the centrality of Jesus’ life and teaching to our practice of faith.
It reminds us that we are called to live our lives for others.
It reminds us that living our lives for others sometimes has political implications (after all, the cross
was the execution tool for political prisoners not religious ones).
(continued next page)
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New First Congregational Church Logo (continued)
It reminds us that we can often find Christ in the suffering of the world -- amongst those who are lost,
lonely and forsaken, those who are hungry and imprisoned, those who are orphaned and those who
live in the midst of violence and pain. That is where Christ shows up, and as Christians, that is
where we are called to show up. To walk alongside one another. To uplift the hope that we each carry within us. To amplify the voices of those who are often not heard or not listened to.
The cross reminds us that this thing called Christianity is not meant to be comfortable or easy and
that we are never alone on this journey.
The words tell who we are:
First Congregational Church, Loveland UCC
We use both names because one ties us to our history and our past -- those who have laid the foundations for the congregation we are today. And the other locates us: in our town of Loveland and
with our denomination the United Church of Christ. This is who we are.
Colors:
Our Church Board felt it was essential for the colors of the logo to tell a little bit more about who we
are. Specifically, they chose a rainbow heart to communicate the inclusiveness of our welcome. The
rainbow is a signal to many people who live on the margins of our culture that our congregation
seeks to welcome them. Additionally, the rainbow offers a clear message of love, welcome and acceptance to those who are part of the LGBTQ+ community.
Tag Line: In addition to what this new logo says about our congregation, the Church Board felt it
was important to adopt four simple words as a tag line. We will use our tag line on our website, business cards, and communications to offer a little bit more about the kind of community we seek to be.
Those words are: You are welcome here!

Gathering with the UCC General Minister and President
Our UCC General Minister and President, The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer, will be visiting the RMC in
late May. Although we had hoped to hold in-person gatherings to be with John, scheduling is such
that we are offering Zoom meetings to connect with John.
The RMC Clergy Zoom Gathering is on Thursday, May 26, 2022, from 12:30pm-1:30pm.

The RMC Lay Leader Zoom Gathering is on Friday, May 27, 2022, from 1:00pm-2:30pm.
The Zoom links will be sent out the week prior to John's visit. For now, please plan to attend, and
save the dates! These meetings will not be recorded, and we ask that you plan to attend the appropriate session.
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Fellowship Refreshment Volunteers Needed
Refreshment volunteers are needed after worship to prepare juice and coffee (instructions near the
coffee machine) and provide a light snack such as cookies, carrots, or crackers.
Please sign up for your preferred date on the trophy case. Please see Dawn Briggs with any questions.

Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Brian Kukus, Bernie Depperschmidt, Allen
Lebsack and Robert Mugno helped build beds
for Kaiden (9) and Aria (5). Every child deserves a safe and comfortable place to sleep -thanks for helping make this a reality!
Want to help next time around? Contact Brian
Kukus to discover the next date to build beds
for kids in need

Request for Poly Woven Bags
I am searching for poly woven bags. Pet food, large animal feed,
and rice come in these bags. I can pick them up or if you want to
bring them to church on Sundays I can get them then.

Thank you,
Noe Cantu
(noe.cantu@outlook.com or 765.427.6504)
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Save the Date and Save Your Stuff! July 9
We are having a Parking Lot Sale on Saturday, July 9th. We need: Lots of volunteers to
work…gently used items…lots of customers!!!
Volunteers: A schedule will be posted in early June. Please save July 9th
on your calendar to volunteer. We’ll start setting up tables, etc at 6:00 am.
We will probably need 20-35 people that day before we end the sale by
donating unsold items to ARC of Loveland. Every person that can be
there will be so appreciated!! Donuts & coffee provided!
Items Needed: If you have duplicates that aren’t being used, donate. If you’re tired of something
that is in good condition, donate. Spring cleaning and have too much “stuff”, donate. Already we
have: 2 bicycles, 2 butter churns, 6-8 antique lamps, fishing items, etc. If you need to donate early or
have furniture, please call Mary Kauffman (970-290-4152). Please, please put prices on all items
to be sold.
Customers: We will advertise in the Reporter Herald garage sale section, church website, sign in
front of church and if there is a volunteer to make signs we would LOVE to accept your offer. Don’t
forget to tell your neighbors we’re having a parking lot sale and perhaps they have something to
contribute or come down to shop.
Why we are having a garage sale: This is a fund raiser for the parking lot drainage/paving project which is scheduled for this summer.
Questions: Call Mary Kauffman 970-290-4152 or Dawn Briggs 720-219-5872.
Thanks everyone! Let’s make this a huge success!!!!

Online & Text Giving is Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-6747372. You will be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through March: $42,499.98
Offerings Received: $37,407.96
Donation of Goods/Services in March: $650.90
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Thank You to Those Serving in May
GREETERS:
5/1
Ali Eleam & Lee Daniels
5/8
Eunice Baer & Kim Leibbrand
5/15 Ali Eleam & Dawn Briggs
5/22 Linda Carpenter & Elizabeth Endicott
5/29 Eunice Baer & Lee Daniels

USHERS:
5/1
Colton Leibbrand, Lucas Gardner,
Jen Ogle, & John Schwartz
5/8
John Schwartz & Troy Jackson
5/15 Georgene Hill & Judy Bernard
5/22 Allen Lebsack & Jen Ogle
5/29 Ray & Joni Turner

ACOLYTES:
5/1
Mya & Jeslyn Haux
5/8
Gavin & Grayson Snyder
5/15 Lucas Gardner & Colton Leibbrand
5/22 Josiah & Jehu Nalwood
5/29 Mya & Jeslyn Haux

AUDIO/VISUAL:
5/1
Craig Jump & Jon Haux
5/8
Jacob de Bes & Jon Haux
5/15 Craig Jump & Jacob de Bes
5/22 Craig Jump & Jon Haux
5/29 Craig Jump & Jon Haux

TRUSTEES:
5/1
Brian Kukus & Mary Kauffman
5/8
John Schwartz & Jerry Sundberg
5/15 Greg Greaves & Alexandra Stanke
5/22 Allen Lebsack & Bernie Depperschmidt
5/29 Brian Kukus and Dawn Briggs

LAY READERS:
5/1
Allison Goerke
5/8
Kathy Bialy
5/15 Diane Levy
5/22 Karen Jazowski
5/29 Paul Heintzleman

REFRESHMENTS:
5/1
Sheryl McCoy
5/8
No refreshments - Mother’s Day
5/15 Linda Carpenter
5/22
5/29

May Celebrations
Birthdays
Noreen Flood
Eunice Baer
J.D. Frank
Karen Orth
John Schwartz
Jeff McWhorter
Kathy Miczulski
Colton Leibbrand
Rick Stroh
Carolyn Bernhardt
Ray Turner
Joni Turner
Troy Schuetz

Anniversaries
Mike & Judy Bernard
Craig & Kathy Bialy

If your birthday or
anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office
know.
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MAY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
First Day of Asian
Pacific American
Heritage Month

2

3
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

4
Grief Group 6 pm

5
Cinco de Mayo

6

7

8
Mother’s Day

9
Trustees 6:30 pm

11
Grief Group 6 pm

12

13

14

Virtual, In Person &
Children’s Worship
10 am

Church Board
7:30 pm

10
Nikki Glantz’s
FCC Anniversary

17
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of the Office

18
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of the Office

19
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of the Office

21

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Grief Group 6 pm

20
Pastor
Thandiwe Out
of the Office

23
Mission &
Outreach 3:30 pm

24
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

25
Grief Group 6 pm

26

27

28

Faith Formation
Board 7 pm

Budget
Committee 7 pm

30
Memorial Day

31
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

2

3

4

Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am
Fellowship 11 am
S3 Youth Group 11 am

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Staff Meeting
10 am

15
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

16
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of the Office

Congregational
Meeting 11 am
S3 Youth Group 11 am
Fellowship 11:30 am
22
Virtual, In Person &
Children’s Worship
10 am
Fellowship 11 am

Pastoral
Relations
Committee 7 pm

Usher Orientation
11:30 am
29
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am
Fellowship 11 am

Office Closed

1
First Day of
LGBTQ+ Pride
Month
Grief Group 6 pm

