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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

The snow whirls down, heavy and wet outside my office window as I recall a year ago waiting -- oh
so ready! -- for Ezra to be born. It’s hard to believe that it has been a year since his birth. As we
journey through Lent, reflecting on what an expansive life in God might look like for us, I am filled
with gratitude for this child (and of course, Cora, too) who brings such expansiveness, curiosity,
wonder and joy into my life. Children remind me so clearly of what God’s kingdom (or kin-dom)
looks like. Each day, they invite me to laugh, to be present in the moment, to let go of disappointments and hurts, to listen and learn, to hold onto what is important, to reach out with my arms wide
open to welcome them in or to be welcomed in by them.
I can’t help but wonder, hope and pray that we as a congregation continue to cultivate these ways of
being together. Listening and learning. Showing up with curiosity. Being present in the moment.
Practicing forgiveness. Holding onto what is important and always reaching out, arms wide open, to
embrace one another and to welcome someone new into our community.
This Lenten season, focusing on an expansive life has opened up some fruitful conversations with
all of you. One of you shared an article with me about giving ourselves permission to go for what we
want and believe. The article suggests 3 steps to practice this. 1) Grant yourself the compassion
and understanding you extend to others so easily. 2) Praise your small wins and notice your baby
steps toward change. 3) Let go of your ideas about how things are supposed to show up for you or
how you are supposed to show up in the world. You can read the whole article HERE
(https://advice.theshineapp.com/articles/a-beginners-guide-to-giving-yourself-permission/ )
This invitation to give ourselves permission is directly linked to the invitation to an expansive life.
What if we give ourselves permission to show up exactly as we are? What if we give ourselves permission to trust in God’s presence and to receive God’s arms-wide-open welcome? What if we give
ourselves permission to speak aloud our questions, doubts, hopes and dreams? What if we give
ourselves permission to be and to believe that we are worthy? When we do this, God’s spirit can
work in and among and through us. And that Spirit becomes palpable not just on Sunday mornings
but throughout our lives.
As we approach Holy Week and Easter, I pray that that becomes true for each of us, each of you -that God’s Spirit is palpable.
I’m so grateful for this community and the expansiveness I feel with all of you,
Thandiwe
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks are now optional in our sanctuary and
church building. The balcony and west section of the sanctuary are available for physically distanced seating, with masks required.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

No Worship Night in April
There will be no Worship Nights in April. Please join us back in the sanctuary for song and scripture
on Tuesday, May 3!

Holy Week Worship
April 10

Palms to Passion Worship, 10:00 am
First Congregational Church, Loveland UCC

April 14

Ecumenical Maundy Thursday Worship, 7:00 pm
First United Presbyterian Church, 400 E 4th St, Loveland

April 15

Ecumenical Good Friday Worship, 7:00 pm
First Christian Church, 2000 N Lincoln Ave, Loveland

April 17

Easter Sunrise Service, 6:30 am
Kauffmans’ Home (502 S CR 9E, Loveland)
Easter Worship, 10:00 am
First Congregational Church, Loveland UCC

April 24

Resurrection Sunday, 10:00 am
First Congregational Church, Loveland UCC
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Why Pledge?
Every year we ask those who support the church financially to pledge, but why is pledging important? Here are a few reasons why:
1.

It is very helpful for the Budget Committee to know how much money we may be receiving in
the year ahead. Will we have enough to spend on new educational or worship materials? Will
we be able to pay someone for childcare? What kind of fundraisers do we need to plan to
help us meet our budget? Where do we need to cut expenses? These are just a few examples of the types of questions that your pledges help us answer.

2.

Pledging helps people with their own budgets. If you have a household budget to help keep
your spending within your income, you already realize how important it is to know what you'll
be giving.

3.

It helps our Financial Secretary keep track of your giving. If our Financial Secretary sees
something unusual, he/she can double check to make sure there wasn't something missed or
added incorrectly.

Your pledge is an estimate and can be changed at any time simply by contacting the church office.
We understand that financial circumstances will change and we appreciate receiving that information.
If you have not submitted a pledge for 2022 giving, please consider doing so. It's not too late to
pledge!

Pat Kukus, Treasurer

HNS Food Drive Delivery
Thank you to all who contributed! We donated
109 pounds of food and $570!

Be A Blessing - Yard Sign $20
Why not share a blessing with your neighborhood
with this encouraging sign.
Purchase a “Be A Blessing” Yard sign for $20 from
the church. Supplies are limited. First come, first
served.
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Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Thanks to Craig Jump, John Schwartz and Brian Kukus who worked with Sleep in Heavenly Peace
(SHP) to build bunk beds for a couple of brothers who did not have beds.
SHP has been working to build beds for children who lost homes in the Marshall Fires as well as for
families who are transitioning from homelessness to being housed. They have an upcoming work
day in April. Please contact Brian Kukus or see the trophy case for additional details.

RMC Annual Celebration Business Meeting 2022
June 9 - June 11 on Zoom
To participate in this event you are required to register in order that a Zoom link can be sent to
you. For information and registration, go to https://rmcucc.org/annual-celebration-2022/. Registration
closes on June 6, 2022

ONA Coalition 50th Anniversary National Gathering
August 5, 6, 7 on Zoom

Fifty years ago, in 1972, a courageous and visionary band of queer leaders in the United Church of
their Christ (with their straight allies) founded the "UCC Gay Caucus," the forerunner of the Open
and Affirming Coalition of the United Church of Christ. Earlier that year, the Golden Gate Association
in California ordained Bill Johnson—the first openly gay man to be authorized for ministry in an historic Protestant denomination.
This year's National ONA Gathering will celebrate this milestone in our beloved church. Join us on
Zoom August 5, 6, 7 for this once-in-a-lifetime event. Events will be scheduled in the evenings, enabling Hawai'i and western time zones to participate. We'll announce registration in the spring, but in
the meantime please mark these dates on your calendar! As with National Gatherings in the past,
there will be soul-expanding worship and mind-expanding keynotes.
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Save the Date and Save Your Stuff! July 9
We are having a Parking Lot Sale on Saturday, July 9th. We need: Lots of volunteers to
work…gently used items…lots of customers!!!
Volunteers: A schedule will be posted after April 8th which will list the
times and numbers of persons needed in each slot. We’ll start setting
up tables, etc at 6:00 am. We will probably need 20-35 people that day
before we end the sale by donating unsold items to ARC of Loveland.
Every person that can be there will be so appreciated!! Donuts &
coffee provided!
Items Needed: If you have duplicates that aren’t being used, donate. If you’re tired of something
that is in good condition, donate. Spring cleaning and have too much “stuff”, donate. Already we
have: 2 bicycles, 2 butter churns, 6-8 antique lamps, fishing items, etc. If you need to donate early or
have furniture, please call Mary Kauffman (970-290-4152). Please, please put prices on all items
to be sold.
Customers: We will advertise in the Reporter Herald garage sale section, church website, sign in
front of church and if there is a volunteer to make signs we would LOVE to accept your offer. Don’t
forget to tell your neighbors we’re having a parking lot sale and perhaps they have something to
contribute or come down to shop.
Why we are having a garage sale: This is a fund raiser for the parking lot drainage/paving project which is scheduled for this summer.
Questions: Call Mary Kauffman 970-290-4152 or Dawn Briggs 720-219-5872.
Thanks everyone! Let’s make this a huge success!!!!

Online & Text Giving is Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-6747372. You will be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through February: $28,333
Offerings Received: $28,562
Donation of Goods/Services in February: $0
First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Minister, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Office Administrator, office@lovelanducc.org
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UCC Help for Ukrainian Neighbors
"Love your neighbor as yourself." - Jesus of Nazareth
Our Ukrainian neighbors need us now. Millions have been displaced, seeking shelter and basic necessities. Please take a moment now to help our partners in the region meet these needs with a gift
to the UCC Ukraine Relief Fund.
The Russian military attack on Ukraine two weeks ago created a massive humanitarian crisis. More
than 2.3 million people have fled Ukraine, with hundreds of thousands more displaced from their
homes but unable to leave the country. The need for basic necessities is staggering.
You can stand with those in need. Ministering with our global partners, your love of neighbor will be
made tangible through a gift that will:
• Provide welcome, shelter, and respite for refugees seeking safety
• Support Hungarian Interchurch Aid, which has provided resources to 9,000 people while shipping
convoys of aid into western Ukraine - delivering more food, water, and sanitation items daily
• Join humanitarian relief partners in Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Romania, and Ukraine through
the ACT Alliance
• Attend to the most vulnerable - children, the elderly, and refugees from other countries who are
now twice displaced.
United in prayer, action, and giving, we stand as a people of faith in love and compassion with all
affected and with our global partners who are welcoming those driven from their homes.

Please make a gift now. For more information, please visit Ukraine updates.
In faith,

Kent Siladi
Director of Philanthropy
P.S. If you have already given to this relief effort, thank you!
To donate, please go to support.ucc.org/global-h-o-p-e/Ukraine-emergency-appeal
or click the link below.

DONATE NOW
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Thank You to Those Serving in April
GREETERS:
4/3
Dana Stanke & Linda Carpenter
4/10 Lee Daniels & Elizabeth Endicott
4/17 Ali Eleam & Dana Stanke
4/24 Eunice Baer & Dana Stanke

USHERS:
4/3
Colton Leibbrand & Lucas Gardner
4/10 Jennifer Ogle & Craig Bialy
4/17 Allen Lebsack & Georgene Hill
4/24 Ray & Joni Turner

ACOLYTES:
4/3
Mya & Jeslyn Haux
4/10 Gavin & Grayson Snyder
4/17 Lucas Gardner & Colton Leibbrand
4/24 Josiah & Jehu Nalwood

AUDIO/VISUAL:
4/3
Craig Jump & Jon Haux
4/10 Craig Jump & Jacob de Bes
4/17 Craig Jump, Jacob de Bes & Jon Haux
4/24 Jacob de Bes & Jon Haux

TRUSTEES:
4/3
Brian Kukus & John Schwartz
4/10 Bernie Depperschmidt & Alexandra Stanke
4/17 Allen Lebsack & Jerry Sundberg
4/24 Mary Kauffman & Greg Greaves

LAY READERS:
4/3
Paul Heintzleman
4/10 Craig Bialy
4/14 Rhonda Racicot
4/17 Alycia Pisano
4/24 Heather Jackson

REFRESHMENTS:
4/3
Eileen Walker & Jacob de Bes
4/10 Kathy Bialy
4/17 Easter - no fellowship
4/24 Noreen Flood & Tim Shepard

April Celebrations
Birthdays
Delores Helzer
Mary Depperschmidt
Jim Croissant
Valerie Carlson
Orlene Biggert
Molly Baker
Tom Frank
Lucas Gardner
Don Brehm
Heather Jackson
Parker Jackson
Allison Goerke
Tim Schuetz
Rebecca Trupp
Grace Haskins
Jon Haux

Anniversaries
Kim and Jennifer Ogle

If your birthday or
anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office
know.
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APRIL
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27
One Great Hour of
Sharing Special
Offering

28
Faith Formation
Board 7 pm

29
Virtual Poetry
Prayer 8 am

30
Lenten
Devotional
Group 7 pm

31

1

2

Worship Night
7 pm

Choir Rehearsal 9 am
Virtual, In Person &
Children’s Worship
10 am
Fellowship 11 am
Confirmation Class
11:30 am
3
Choir Rehearsal 9 am

4
Deacons 7 pm

5
Virtual Poetry
Prayer 8 am

6
Lenten
Devotional
Group 7 pm

17

8
Youth Talent
Extravaganza
7 pm

9

11
Mission &
Outreach 3:30 pm

12
Virtual Poetry
Prayer 8 am

13

14
Maundy
Thursday

15
Good Friday

16

Trustees 6:30 pm

Staff Meeting
10 am

Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am
Fellowship 11 am
Deacon Training
11 am
S3 Youth Group 11 am
Youth Bell Rehearsal
11 am
10
Palm Sunday
Choir Rehearsal 9 am
Virtual, In Person &
Children’s Worship
10 am

Church Board
7:30 pm

Ecumenical
Maundy
Thursday
Worship 7 pm
@ First United
Presbyterian

Fellowship 11 am
17
Easter

18
Easter Monday

Sunrise Service
6:30 am @ Kauffmans’

Tax Day

Ecumenical
Good Friday
Worship 7 pm
@ First
Christian

19
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

20

21

22

23

26
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

27

28

29

30

Choir Rehearsal 9 am
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am
24
Resurrection Sunday
Virtual, In Person &
Children’s Worship
10 am
Fellowship 11 am
Confirmation Class
11:30 am

25
Faith Formation
Board 7 pm

