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Deacons’ Note
During my young years I was taught to fear God, that the scripture was clear about right and wrong,
and what would happen if you came up short. I was reminded of that time and time again. Early on I
knew there was no hope for me.
During my life I have been a member of a congregation here and there. Some were better than others. But I never ‘belonged’ to a congregation. Attending a service was a struggle. Time and time
again during scripture readings and sermons I would think, ”well that’s an old time story but how
does that apply to me, how does that apply today?” Then I had numerous questions about the Bible.
It was all too much and I just stopped. Just being a good person and trying to do the right thing was
the best I could manage.
Thanks to an off-the-cuff comment and Zoom, I ‘attended’ my first FCC service in April 2020. I did
this a few more times and realized I had stumbled into a group of really interesting and unique individuals worshiping together. The more I listened the more I realized that we have common interests,
similar problems and differences in opinions. There was respect, acceptance and an openness.
That’s not something I have experienced before. These are people I want to be with.
How does this congregation worship? There was Grace giving grace. Greg is collecting socks.
Bernie sings to my soul. Diane makes a jump from a hyphenated American to a tossed salad.
Humm. Paul finds God in a box? Humm. Craig was talking about stopping for a cheeseburger on
the way to heaven. Humm. Elizabeth prays for a murderer. Humm. Thandiwe says there are no exceptions. Humm. The list goes on and on. Ya, this congregation is interesting; they talk.
Last winter I realized I had found my home. I realized the congregation had my back no matter
what. Scripture reading and sermons began to make sense. For me, Christianity 101 has started to
set in. I want to worship with them. And yes, I have God’s grace and love.
God I love this Congregation. God bless you all.
— Lee Daniels
p.s. I’d like to share something that a
friend shared with me. I hope it brings
a smile to your face as it did mine. It
captures how I think and feel about
this Church:

“I’ve never
wanted to be
in a gang
more than
this one”
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks required. We continue to HIGHLY
RECOMMEND that only vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this
time. We have begun singing together and gathering in Fellowship Hall
(church basement). The church balcony is available for those who wish or
need to continue maintaining physical distance and not singing.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#

Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

Serving in January
GREETERS:
1/2
Dana Stanke and Ali Eleam
1/9
Brian and Julie Schuetz
1/16 Ali Eleam and Lee Daniels
1/23 John and Sheryl McCoy
1/30 Dana Stanke and Lee Daniels

USHERS:
1/2
Jennifer Ogle and Troy Jackson
1/9
Ray and Joni Turner
1/16 Charlotte Parks and Georgene Hill
1/23 Craig and Kathy Bialy
1/30 Allen Lebsack and John Schwartz

ACOLYTES:
1/2
Mya and Jeslyn Haux
1/9
Gavin and Grayson Snyder
1/16 Lucas Gardner and Colton Leibbrand
1/23 Josiah and Jehu Nalwood
1/30 Mya and Jeslyn Haux

LAY READERS:
1/2
Paul Heintzleman
1/9
Craig Bialy
1/16 Bev Laing
1/23 Brian Schuetz
1/30 Kathy Bialy

TRUSTEES:
1/2
Brian Kukus and Bernie Depperschmidt
1/9
Brian Kukus and Greg Greaves
1/16 Brian Kukus and Jerry Sundberg
1/23 Brian Kukus and Allen Lebsack
1/30 Brain Kukus and Alexandra Stanke
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Epiphany & Star Words, January 2 Worship
Epiphany -- The Meriam-Webster Dictionary defines it as “a moment in which you suddenly see or
understand something in a new or very clear way.” Part of our Epiphany practice has been to pass
out Star Words -- a single word printed on a piece of paper that invites us to consider how God
might be speaking to us this year through the word printed on our star.
The first year I was here, I received the word “Balance.” It spoke powerfully to my experience of trying to figure out how to be a solo pastor while parenting a 1-year old and maintaining a healthy marriage. My second word was “Listening” -- that was the year we really started talking about Open and
Affirming. Listening was essential. Last year my word was “Art” and believe it or not, that’s been the
hardest one for me to connect with. I think I’m still working on it. I hope you’ll join our congregation
on January 2nd as we receive new words to invite us into deeper relationship with Spirit.

Close to Home: Foundations for a Healthy Congregation
Epiphany Season Worship January 9 - February 20
What makes for a healthy congregation? How do we grow as a community that is at home with God,
ourselves, each other and those who may have yet to join us for worship or community?
Seven qualities characterize congregations that are healthy and thriving:
1. Individuals follow an inner compass;
2. Individuals take responsibility for themselves;
3. Individuals are challenged and encouraged to grow;
4. The community responds to anxiety directly;
5. The community focuses on mission;
6. Individuals & the community culture respect boundaries;
7. Participants stay connected and in contact.
What do each of these mean for us? In which areas are we already thriving and where might we
grow? How can we support one another as individuals and also as a community to grow together?
Our worship over the 7 weeks between January 9 and February 13 will follow these themes and
questions. The series will culminate with Associate Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Anthony Scott
preaching for us on February 20th.

Leaders’ Retreat - January 29
This is a chance for Deacons, Trustees, the Church Board, Faith Formation, and the Pastoral Relations Committee to come together to build relationships and consider the big picture of our congregation’s ministry. This year, we will be focusing on a time of spiritual retreat together at the Kauffmans’ cabin in Red Feather. If you are on any of these teams, please plan to join us!

The Herald

Page 4

Tuesday Worship Nights - 7:00 pm
Worship Nights will resume on Tuesday, January 11. Join us for an uninterrupted time of praise
through scripture and music. Whether you come to sing along or just to listen and reflect, we hope
to see you there. Masks are required and social distancing recommended.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 23, following worship
We will have a Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary and via Zoom immediately following our
worship service. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. We will be reviewing our proposed
budget for 2022 as well as our slate of leaders.
If you join us virtually, the Zoom information is the same as that for worship:
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Passcode: 773088, Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09

Congratulations

Welcome the newest ONA church in the Rocky Mountain Conference !
Dear ONA family:

Please join us in welcoming First Congregational Church in Loveland, Colorado as a newly-certified
Open and Affirming congregation!
As ONA church #1730, First Congregational is now part of the largest and fastest-growing LGBTQaffirming church movement in the world! We’re proud of First Congregational, and grateful to the
church’s leadership for the hard work that led to this milestone in their history.
The congregation will be added to the ONA map at openandaffirming.org/find, and we’ve notified
the UCC’s Yearbook office to assure the map of UCC congregations at ucc.org/church-finder also
reflects their ONA status.
Please join the entire Open and Affirming movement in celebrating First Congregational, and prayer
that their ONA covenant will be a blessing to their LGBTQ+ neighbors, and inspire new passion and
energy for living the Gospel!
Blessings,
Andy Lang
Executive Director
ed@openandaffirming.org
Pronouns: he, him, his

The Rev. Derek Terry
President
office@openandaffirming.org
Pronouns: he, him, his

The Open and Affirming movement is growing through the generous support of congregations, Conferences and individuals. We receive no direct funding from Our Church’s Wider
Mission. Please visit openandaffirming.org to learn more about our work.
Open And Affirming Coalition
United Church of Christ
700 Prospect Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115
www.openandaffirming.org
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JANUARY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

27
Office Closed

28
Office Closed

29
Office Closed

30
Office Closed

2
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

3
Deacons 7 pm

4
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

5

6
Epiphany

7

8

10
Virtual Trustees
6:30 pm

11
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

12

13

14

15
Newsletter
Deadline

Church Board
7:30 pm

Staff Meeting
10 am

19

20
Office Closed

21

22

26

27

28

29
Leadership
Retreat 10 am

2

3

4

5

31
1
New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day

Youth Group 11 am

9
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am
Confirmation Class
Meeting 11:15 am

16
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am
S3 Youth Group 11 am

Worship Night
7 pm
17
Pastor Retreat

18
Pastor Retreat

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Worship Night
7 pm

23
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

24

Faith Formation
Board 9:30 am

Annual Meeting 11 am

30
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

25
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Worship Night
7 pm
31

1
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Worship Night
7 pm
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside funds to assist those in need
with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of

Online & Text Giving is Now
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready
to accept online donations! Please go to:
https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through November: $152,988
Offerings Received: $181,607 (this includes an estate gift of $42,267)
Donation of Goods/Services in November: $2

January Celebrations
Birthdays
Mark Orth
Marlys Arndt
Jan Smith
Bill Currier
Pat Kukus
Ana Gobledale
Brian Kukus
Linda Daniels
Daniel Gardner

Anniversaries
Tod & Ana Gobledale
Jan & Nora Smith
Walt & Kalyn Bonn
Tim & Debbie Schuetz

If your birthday or
anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office
know.

First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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Cornerstone Giving Bonus Programs
Are you making financial plans and investments for the year? Want to invest your money in a socially responsible way that gives back? You can support your favorite ministry or non-profit organization
by naming them as the recipient of your 10% gift. Your investment is also supporting the mission of
the Cornerstone Fund, by allowing it to provide even more low-cost loans to churches and non-profit
organizations.
You can learn more about and apply for The Cornerstone Fund's Giving Bonus Program
here: https://www.cornerstonefund.org/churches/giving/giving-bonus-program/

UCC Camps for the Summer of 2022
Our UCC Rocky Mountain Conference’s camp is called La Foret. The perfect rustic getaway,La
Foret, tucked in Black Forest, north of Colorado Springs and a short distance from I-25, is surrounded by 400 acres of Ponderosa Pines. For generations La Foret has provided camps for our
young people. To learn more, please go to laforet.org or ask Linda G. or Pastor Thandiwe.
Grand camp
July 1-3, 2022
For grandparents and grand children

Voyager camp
July 10-16, 2022
For campers entering grades 6-8

Pioneer camp
July 10-16, 2022
For campers entering grades 2-4

Madd camp
July 17-23, 2022
For campers entering grades 9-12

Explorer camp
July 10-16, 2022
For campers entering grades 4-6

Mission Trips for Youth
We are partnering with Heart of the Rockies Christian Church in Fort Collins to plan mission trips for
this year.
High School Mission Trip (completing 9th grade-1st year of college)
Blue Theology Mission Station in Long Beach, CA
Friday, July 1 - Monday, July 11*
Blue Theology Mission Station a place where current science in marine biology informs a theology of
creation care. *Please note: these dates are currently estimated based on a plan to rent vehicles
and drive to Long Beach. We may be able to fly out of Fort Collins instead.
Middle School Mission Trip (completing 6th-8th grades)
Service Trip to Laramie, WY
Sunday, July 31 - Thursday, August 4
We will partner with organizations in Laramie, WY to serve that local community. The trip will culminate in a night of camping and fun! As we look forward to these dates, we will be trying to earn money with fundraisers, hoping to earn $1500-$2000. Please be supportive when the time comes.
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Your Gifts At Work - Mission & Outreach in December
Part of our church’s annual budget is money designated for Mission & Outreach (M&O). In 2021, we
designated $3,000 (about 1.5% of our budget) to be used to help our neighbors in need. One of our
members gave a matching donation of $3,000 for Mission & Outreach. You will notice a number of
gifts allocated to the Thompson School District -- these are all to support unaccompanied youth
identified by the school district.
We made the following gifts on behalf of our congregation:
•$500 for Homeward Alliance for the purchase of coats and/or other items for the Family
Resource Fair

•$500 for Thompson Education Fund (TEF) clothes closet
•$500 to TEF for hotel vouchers for unaccompanied youth
•$500 to TEF for gas cards for unaccompanied youth
•$500 to TEF for the needs of unaccompanied youth
•$500 to Little Free Pantry hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church
•$500 to Alternatives to Violence
•$500 to United Church of Christ Global Ministries
•$500 to Good News Migwena Academy, Kenya, Africa (a mission organization recommended
by Grace Haskins, member of M&O Team)
•$500 to Together Colorado
•$1,000 was left in reserve to potentially meet any end of year needs that may arise or carry
over to next year.
In addition to these financial gifts, in December:
•5 volunteers participated in Homeward Alliance’s Family Resource Fair here in Loveland,
providing resources and material assistance to Larimer County families in need.
•2 youth and 3 adults participated in Neighbor to Neighbor’s annual homeless awareness
sleepout at Plymouth Church in Fort Collins.

•We donated gifts for the Namaqua Center through our Angel Tree.
•We collected socks for our unhoused neighbors.
Thanks for all the ways you support our congregation’s mission and
outreach work!
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FCC Policy for Interacting with Unhoused Neighbors
Passed at the December, 2021 Board Meeting
At First Congregational Church, The Loveland UCC, we take seriously the call to love God with all that
we are and to love our neighbors as ourselves. As a downtown congregation, among our most immediate neighbors are people experiencing homelessness. These policies offer clear ways to respond to
homeless individuals with compassion while also practicing good stewardship of our property and caring for the safety and well-being of our wider community.
Policy:
No loitering.
Absolutely no overnight stays.
No loitering under the tree or on the rental property to the north of our building.
Procedures:
If someone is resting/loitering on the property:
•When you engage with someone, be courteous, respectful and polite.
•Staying patient may be difficult, but this is VERY important.
•Introduce yourself by name and as a member of the church.
•Say: “Our policy is no loitering. When I leave, I will ask you to leave. We have snack bags
and information about resources around town, can I give you one?”
•Do not invite someone into the building if you are alone or with children.
•If you feel unsafe engaging with someone, do not do so.
•Sunday-Thursday during office hours, contact Pastor Thandiwe.
•After office hours please contact: 2 people from the Trustees.*
•If you are fearful for the person’s safety or your own safety, call the police: (970) 667-2151
•If you notice someone camped outside our building after dark, notify the police. Please do not attempt to ask people to move on after dark.
Items left on our property:
•Move items:
•1st time move items to the bus stop.
•2nd time for the same items, move them next to the dumpster.
•3rd time for the same items, you may throw them away.
•If you do not feel safe or comfortable moving items:
•Sunday-Thursday during office hours, contact Pastor Thandiwe.
•After office hours please contact: 2 people from the Trustees.*
In case of a mess:
•Please clean it up.
•Rubber gloves and trash bags can be found in the janitorial closet.
•If you need assistance:
•Sunday-Thursday during office hours, contact Pastor Thandiwe.
•After office hours please contact: 2 people from the Trustees.*
•Do NOT handle any biohazard waste.
•If there is human waste, please contact our Trustees.
•If there are needles or drug paraphernalia, report it to the police and they will clean it up.

