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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season,
we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We
carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts -- memories of the past, the realities of the present and our hopes for the future. The Close to Home theme acknowledges the
“already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—our
everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to come close to us. This
theme was developed by an amazing team at A Sanctified Art.
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. In these scriptures, home is both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to
build. In many ways, these scriptures are like blueprints—detailing the dreams of a God who makes
a home with us. Ultimately, God is our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home
on earth; sacred ground is all around us.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home—wherever home is
found—to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.
I hope you will join us as we tell the stories again, as we celebrate this season, and as we hold our
longings for the home that can only be found in God’s peace that passes all understanding. And I
hope you will join my family at our home on Saturday, December 18 for a time of festivity in our
back yard. We’ll have a fire, some light snacks and hot beverages.
With love and hope,
Thandiwe
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks required. We continue to HIGHLY
RECOMMEND that only vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this
time. We have begun singing together and gathering in Fellowship Hall
(church basement). The church balcony is available for those who wish or
need to continue maintaining physical distance and not singing.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#

Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

Serving in December
GREETERS:
12/5 Dana Stanke and Larry Schuetz
12/12 Ali Eleam and Lee Daniels
12/19 John and Sheryl McCoy
12/24 Ali Eleam and Lee Daniels
12/26 Brian and Julie Schuetz

USHERS:
12/5 Jen Ogle and Allen Lebsack
12/12 Georgene Hill and Charlotte Parkes
12/19 Allen Lebsack and John Schwartz
12/24
12/26 Ray and Joni Turner

ACOLYTES:
12/5 Mya and Jeslyn Haux
12/12 Gavin and Grayson Snyder
12/19 Lucas Gardner and Colton Leibbrand
12/24
12/26 Josiah and Jehu Nalwood

LAY READERS:
12/5 Brian Schuetz
12/12 Kathy Bialy
12/19 Heather Jackson
12/24 Rhonda Racicot
12/26 Mary Kauffman

TRUSTEES:
12/5 Brian Kukus and Allen Lebsack
12/12 Brian Kukus and Greg Greaves
12/19 Alexandra Stanke and Allen Lebsack
12/24 Brian Kukus and Bernie Depperschmidt
12/26 Brian Kukus and Jerry Sundberg

Please contact the office if
you are available to usher or
acolyte on Christmas Eve.
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Advent 2021 - Close to Home
Sunday, November 28 - First Sunday of Advent
10 am - Virtual and In Person Worship: Homesick (Hope)
Sunday, December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent
10 am - Virtual and In Person Worship: Laying the Foundation (Peace)
Sunday, December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
10 am - Virtual, In Person, and Children’s Worship: Home for All (Joy)
Saturday, December 18 - Outdoor Open House @ Pastor Thandiwe’s
2 - 5 pm, 1045 W 8th St, Loveland
Sunday, December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
10 am - Virtual and In Person Worship: Seeking Sanctuary (Love)
Walk-On Christmas Pageant
11 am - Youth Group
Sunday, December 19 - Longest Night Worship
7 pm - Trinity United Methodist Church, 801 N Cleveland Ave, Loveland
Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
7 pm - Virtual and In Person Christmas Eve Communion Service
Bell Choir performs

Monday, December 27 - Friday, December 31
Office Closed
Sunday, December 26 - First Sunday after Christmas
10 am - Virtual and In Person Worship
Attend in your pajamas with a hot beverage and your favorite gift to show/share about
Sunday, January 2 - Epiphany Sunday
10 am - Virtual and In-Person Worship: Homage, the Magi
We will receive Star Words during worship

Longest Night Worship Service
December 19, 7:00 pm, Trinity United Methodist Church
801 N Cleveland Ave, Loveland
Join our congregation and Trinity United Methodist Church in this special service where we share
our prayers and laments. Known also as “Blue Christmas,” a Longest Night Gathering is a safe and
sacred space to share anguish, to plead with God to remember us, to pray for justice and restoration, even to hope against hope, through our doubts and tears and fears, that “God will set things
right all over the earth.”
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Tuesday Worship Nights - 7:00 pm
Join us for an uninterrupted time of praise through scripture and music.
We will feature Christmas music this month! Whether you come to sing
along or just to listen and reflect, we hope to see you there. Masks are
required and social distancing recommended.
There will be NO worship night on December 28 and January 4.

Community Christmas Hymn-Sing
Friday, December 10, 6:00 pm
First United Presbyterian Church (400 E 4th St, Loveland CO)
FUPC is putting on the first-ever Community Christmas Hymn-Sing on
Friday, December 10, 6:00 pm. There will be a live nativity beforehand at 5:00 pm, outside FUPC.
Masks are required. The event will be livestreamed so those online may join us in singing at home. A
freewill donation will be accepted at the door.
Livestream: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCthIPFQHoa64HPm2cQdl9qg

Angel Tree
The Angel Tree is set up in the narthex! A children’s name, age and a requested gift is listed on each tag. If you would like to spread some Christmas
cheer, just take a tag, replace it with an angel ornament, buy the suggested
gift and deliver it to the narthex by December 17th. Please remember to include the name and age of the child on your gift. Linda Arndt will deliver them
to the Center.
We appreciate your participation in bringing joy to these special children. For questions, please call
Linda Arndt at 970.203.4828 or Kathy Bialy at 860.463.2098. If you would like to know more about
the Namaqua Center, please visit namaquacenter.org.

Annual Sock Drive
Please join us in collecting socks for Greg Greaves’ annual Birthday Sock Drive! Socks may be
dropped off in the church narthex.

Committee Annual Report
Officers, the annual report for your committee is due December 20! Please email your report to
Staci. Please let me know if you need to see a past report for reference.
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Christmas Eve Offering
Thompson Education Foundation: Supporting Unaccompanied youth
Our Mission & Outreach Team have identified unaccompanied youth (those who are homeless
and/or on their own without adult care) as an area of passion for our congregation and need for our
Northern Colorado community. The Deacons have selected the Thompson Education Foundation
to receive our Christmas Eve offering. This Fund supports unaccompanied youth directly with clothing, hotel and gas vouchers and other material needs and services.
To contribute, please indicate “Christmas Eve” or “TEF” in your check memo line. Thank you
for giving generously to support the most vulnerable among us at Christmas.

Christmas Fund Special Offering - December 19
“Good news . . . Great joy . . . All the people!” (Luke 2:10)
The past eighteen months have had a profound impact on UCC clergy and congregations-physically, emotionally, spiritually, and financially.
But because of gifts to the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross, the people who have
been affected the most have known they are not alone.
Last year, donations to the Christmas Fund helped pay the rent for low-income retired ministers and
bridged the gap for one active minister’s family when her husband lost his restaurant due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Christmas Fund gifts took care of the unexpected expense of a major car repair, helped a retired minister attend his brother’s funeral, and assisted in paying for daunting medical expenses, prescriptions, and groceries.
Gifts to the Christmas Fund bring relief and hope to those who have dedicated their lives to serving
our churches. By supporting the Christmas Fund, you make a huge difference and bring great joy!
To contribute, please bring or mail a check to FCC, 800 N Lincoln Ave, Loveland CO 80537, by December 20. Please write the check to FCC and note “Christmas Fund” in your memo line or
use the special “Christmas Fund” offering envelope you will receive in your bulletin on December 19.

Poinsettia Orders
If you ordered a poinsettia, please remember to take it home with you
following the Christmas Eve worship service.
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A Compassionate Conversation about Vaccination
Trying to figure out how to talk with someone you love about getting vaccinated for COVID? Here are
some tips from Dr. Arnaud Gagneur, a neonatologist who devised a successful method of speaking
with mothers who were hesitant about vaccinating their children.
7 Simple Steps:
1. Ask your family member if they will have an open discussion about the vaccine.
2. Let them know you will respect their decision whatever the outcome.
3. Be transparent about what you believe.
4. Ask about their viewpoint and then practice reflective listening.
5. Ask if you can give them information about vaccine safety and the dangers of COVID.
6. If they agree, talk them through what you know.
7. Allow them to make their own decision and respect whatever they decide.
An Example
Dr. Arnaud Gagneur’s conversation with a member of his own family
“First I waited for him to call me, and that’s important because I didn’t want to tell him what he should
do, I just wanted to answer his questions.” After they connected, Gaugner thanked his nephew for
his willingness to have an open discussion, told him he would respect his decision whatever
the outcome and was transparent about what he believed. “I was very clear that I was in favor of
immunization, that I think it’s the best way to protect ourselves and others, and maybe, to resolve the
pandemic,” he said. “But I said to him, ‘I want to understand why you don’t think the same thing. What
is your point of view?’”
Gagneur said it’s important at the beginning to avoid trying to convince or correct people — or
attempt to win the argument. Instead, listen to the person’s concerns: His nephew was worried
that the vaccine technology was new and insufficiently tested. And he thought because he was a
young man, there was only a small chance he’d fall ill. Gagneur listened and repeated back his
nephew’s concerns, in a technique called reflective listening.
Gagneur then asked a critical question: “Can I give you some information about the safety of the vaccine, the side effects and about Covid disease?” Asking permission to introduce new information
is crucial because if the person agrees he or she is more likely to listen. After his nephew consented,
Gagneur walked him through the science, explaining the decades-long history of the technology behind
some of the vaccines, and how side effects are measured through clinical trials with tens of thousands
of volunteers.
Afterward, his nephew said he was more confident in the shot, but asked: “Why do you think I should
get the vaccine?” Gagneur flipped the script and asked him the same question. Travel, his nephew
replied, and protecting his parents from infection.
“Yes, yes, yes, I think those are good reasons to receive the vaccine, but it’s your own decision,’”
Gagneur said. His nephew texted him about a week later that he had a vaccine appointment . “Just
because we are not on the same side at the beginning of the discussion does not mean we are
in opposition,” Gagneur said. “We’re trying to achieve the same goal. And the same goal can be
just to respect each point of view and have an open conversation.”
Jonathan Wolf, NYT Coronavirus Briefing, 9/24/21
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Staff Vacation
Music Director Nikki Glantz will be on vacation from Friday, December 25 through Saturday, January 1, 2022.
Pastor Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson will be on vacation from December 27 through January 2. Please
contact Deacon John McCoy or Dana Stanke for emergency pastoral coverage.

Office Closure
The office will be closed the week of Monday, December 27, through Friday, December 31.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 23, following worship
We will have a Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary and via Zoom immediately following our
worship service. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. We will be reviewing our proposed
budget for 2022 as well as our slate of leaders.
If you join us virtually, the Zoom information is the same as that for worship:
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Passcode: 773088, Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09

2022 Lay Readers
Would you like to be a lay reader during Worship? The lay reader generally leads the Call to Worship, reads the Scripture, and may lead other sections determined by the pastor. Please contact
Staci in the office to be placed on the schedule.

New Piano Cover
Thank you Bernie Depperschmidt, for researching and
purchasing a new cover to protect our piano in the sanctuary!
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DECEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

29

30
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

1

2

3

4

8

9

10
Community
Christmas
Hymn Sing
(@ FUPC) 6 pm

11

15
Newsletter
Deadline

16

17

18

22

23

24
Christmas Eve

25
Christmas Day

Faith Formation
9:30 am

Virtual Grief Group
2 pm

Virtual Pastoral
Relations 7 pm
Worship Night
7 pm

5
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

6

Virtual Grief Group
2 pm

7
Staci’s FCC
Anniversary
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Worship Night
7 pm

12
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am
Virtual Grief Group
2 pm

13
Virtual Trustees
6:30 pm

14
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Church Board
7:30 pm

Staff Meeting
10 am
Bell Choir
Rehearsal 6 pm
Worship Night
7 pm

19
Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

20

Youth Group 11 am

Bell Choir
Rehearsal
6:15 pm

Bell Choir
Rehearsal 6 pm

Virtual Grief Group
2 pm

26
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

21
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Worship Night
7 pm
27
Office Closed

28
Office Closed
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Faith Formation
Board 9:30 am

Christmas Eve
Worship
Service 7 pm
29
Office Closed

30
Office Closed

31
1
New Year’s Eve New Year’s Day
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside funds to assist those in need with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through October: $152,988
Offerings Received: $181,607 (this includes an estate gift of $42,267)
Donation of Goods/Services in October: $2

December Celebrations
Birthdays
Eileen Walker
Amber Wilkes
Tena Britt
Jared Chick
John Baker
Judy Bernard
Kris Starck
Chad Schuetz
Jeslyn Haux
Tricia McWhorter
Dean Baker
Greg Greaves

Jennifer Ogle
Paige Vetter
Vicki Carnes
Elizabeth Endicott
Nancy McIlvenna
Dawn Briggs
Anniversaries
Darrell & Mary Depperschmidt
David & Heidi Ziegler
John & Cheryl Schwartz

If your birthday or
anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office
know.
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Platte Valley Association Executive Team Elections
At the PVA Fall meeting, elections were held for all positions of the PVA executive team. The results are:
Moderator:Rev. Dee Lundberg, UCC Casper, WY
VIce-Moderator: Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, UCC Loveland, CO
Treasurer: Donald Denham, St. Paul's UCC, Laramie, WY
Registrar: Laura Gurney, First Congregational, Greeley, CO
The team is evenly divided between Colorado and Wyoming, and between lay and clergy.

Support our Church Every Time you Grocery Shop
Did you know that you can give money to First Congregational Church The Loveland UCC every
time you buy groceries? Simply create a digital King Soopers account and sign up to have a percentage of what you spend on groceries donated to the church. You can sign up here: https://
www.kingsoopers.com/i/community/community-rewards
If you need assistance signing up, someone will be around to help you after worship on Sunday,
December 5th and Sunday, December 12.

Amazon Smile
Make your Amazon Christmas shopping count double! It’s as simple as signing up to support our
church with every Amazon purchase.
Using the Amazon App on Your Phone:
1. Go to the menu in the bottom right corner
2. Select “Gifting and Charity”
3. Select Amazon Smile
4. Click “Select Charity” and search “First Congregational Church”
5. Select First Congregational Church and make sure that giving is switched on in your mobile
App. That’s it!

Using Your Web Browser:
1. Type in “smile.amazon.com” in your web browser
2. Click the menu in the upper left corner to bring up a menu of options. Scroll down until you
see the option “Your Amazon Smile”
3. Select First Congregational Church, Loveland CO as your preferred charitable organization.
4. You are now ready to shop from smile.amazon.com and track your impact!

