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Note from the Moderator
Dear friends and family,

As you may have heard, it is Stewardship Season. As I write this, we have just had our first real
cold snap, and out on the plains some corn is drying, some has been harvested for sileage, and I
have seen truck after truck of sugar beets headed to be processed.
I do not think it is a coincidence, that Stewardship Season and harvest happen around the same
time. What better time to take stock of what we have done? Commit to a new year? The fall winds
have blown away the smoke from the summer fires, and we can see more clearly now.
"Stewardship" has always been a tough word for me. As a kid, the only place I heard it used was in
church. It seemed no-one else in my life was talking about 'being a good steward.' However, stewardship as a concept is something I was taught, and later in life I realized how important it is. How
well did I take care of what I was entrusted with?

This brings me to the purpose of this letter. Recently the church board made a couple of decisions
towards being good stewards. The first is to take half of the overage from last fiscal year and put it
into the Parking Lot Fund. The amount placed into the fund is $11,589.50. When we first projected
the scope and cost of the project, it looked like it would be around $25,000. For numerous reasons,
we put it off. While we are looking for estimates of current prices, it looks like it will now cost around
$45,000. My hope, and the Board's hope, is that we don't let the cost get away from us again.
The second decision the Board made was to invest the gift from the George Willson estate. While
final decisions about exact placement are still being made, the hope is to create a fund that can provide recurring interest payments to the church, to be used for ongoing ministries. We are going to
use a small portion of this gift to repair the top of the piano in the sanctuary. For those that don't
know, a plate glass broke and fell from the balcony, and gouged up the top of the piano. Thankfully,
it was after everyone from Tuesday night worship had left the building.
Thank you for being part of this family, and this ministry. Please consider how you can best apply
this concept of 'being a good steward' to our church, for the physical building and the internal and
external ministries.
Looking forward,
Paul Heintzleman, Moderator
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Worship is held in a variety of formats. You may worship in-person,
participate online through Zoom, or stream the service on Facebook.
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks required. We continue to HIGHLY
RECOMMEND that only vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this
time. We have begun singing together and gathering in Fellowship Hall
(church basement). The church balcony is available for those who wish or need to continue maintaining physical distance and not singing.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

Serving in November
GREETERS:
11/7 John & Sheryl McCoy
11/14 Ali Eleam & Lee Daniels
11/21 John & Sheryl McCoy
1128 Brian & Julie Schuetz

USHERS:
11/7 Craig & Kathy Bialy
11/14 Georgene Hill & Charlotte Parkes
11/21 Craig & Kathy Bialy
1128 Ray & Joni Turner

ACOLYTES:
11/7 Mya & Jeslyn Haux
11/14 Gavin & Grayson Snyder
11/21 Lucas Gardner & Colton Leibbrand
1128 Josiah & Jehu Nalwood

LAY READERS:
11/7
11/14 Paul Heintzleman
11/21 Craig Bialy
1128

Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 7, 2:00 am
Daylight Savings Time ends early Sunday morning. Remember to
set your clocks BACK one hour on Saturday night and enjoy an extra hour of sleep!
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November Blessings
November 7 -- Blessing the Generations
We bless and honor those who have gone before us on this Sunday after All Saints Day.
Please email the name, photograph and birth and death years of anyone you
love who has died over the last two years (we’re including pandemic deaths this
year) to be included in our All Saints Day slide show. You may also email the
name of loved ones who passed prior to the pandemic to be printed in the bulletin. Please send information to office@lovelandUCC.org or (970) 667-4884.
November 14 -- Blessing the Work of Our Hands
We bless our prayer shawl ministry and all of the different kinds of work that we
do with our hands.
Do you paint? Do wood work? Build plastic models? Sew? Etc? Bring your tools (even a sewing machine!) and we’ll bless it in worship on November 14th.
November 21 – Thanksgiving Sunday: Blessing the Days to Come
We celebrate 120 years of our congregation’s ministry and bless the greens that will decorate
our sanctuary during the Advent Season.

Bell Choir
The melodious sound of the handbells ringing out is a beautiful way to start our seasonal services
coming up! I am so excited to announce that we will be starting bell choir again, and that it is one of
the more pandemic-friendly ways to make music together as a group. I encourage you to give it a
try this year! New and experienced players are welcome! You do NOT have to be able to read music, and older children are welcome as well.
For both services, we will be playing during the prelude (opening of service) and you will be able to
sit in the sanctuary for the remainder of the service. We will be playing for the Thanksgiving Sunday
Service on November 21 (this is the Sunday before Thanksgiving) and for the Christmas Eve candlelight service on Tuesday, December 24.
There will be a short meeting/practice on Sunday, November 7, following the service, to go over the
basics of playing in a handbell choir and discussing bell assignments. If you are interested in playing but unable to make this meeting, please let Nikki know beforehand! (This is for everyone playing in either the Thanksgiving or Christmas Eve services.)
Rehearsals will be on select Tuesday evenings from 6-6:45pm. Attendance at the rehearsals is
mandatory to be able to play during the service. Please sign up on the trophy case and indicate
whether you can play for 11/21, 12/24, or both.
The meeting for all interested players will be Sunday, November 7, after church.
Rehearsals for Sunday, November 21 service will be on November 9 and 16, from 6:006:45pm. We will also practice at 9:15 Sunday, November 21.
Rehearsals for Friday, December 24 will be on December 14 and 21, from 6:00-6:45pm.. On
12/24, we’ll practice at 6:15pm.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, talk to Nikki!
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online

TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through September: $137,689.51
Offerings Received: $ 170,565.81(this includes an estate gift of $42,267)
Donation of Goods/Services in September: $149.27

November Celebrations
Birthdays
Karen Trupp
Craig Jump
Tim Shepard
Mary Kauffman
Sherri Schuetz
Linda Greaves
Karl Vetter
Cora Dale-Ferguson
Fred Trupp

Evelyn Betz
Amy Thorne Starck
Kim Ogle
Rhonda Racicot
Connie Spreng
Michael Arndt
Heidi Ziegler
Ashley Vetter
DeLoris Swanson

If your birthday or
anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office
know.

First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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NOVEMBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

31
Commitment Sunday

1
All Saints Day

2
Election Day

3

4

5

6

Halloween

First Day of
American Indian
Heritage Month

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

10

11
Veteran’s Day
Office Closed

12

13

17

18

19
Pastor
Thandiwe’s
FCC
Anniversary

20

24
Office Closed

25
Office Closed

26
Native
American
Heritage Day

27

3

4

Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am
Trunk-or-Treat 5 pm

Deacons 7 pm

Worship Night
7 pm
Virtual Pastoral
Relations
Committee 7 pm

7
Daylight Savings Time
Ends

8
Virtual Trustees
6:30 pm

9
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

All Saints
Remembrance

Church Board
7:30 pm

Staff Meeting
10 am

Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

Bell Choir
Rehearsal 6 pm

Youth Group 11 am

Worship Night
7 pm

Bell Choir Meeting
11 am
14
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

15
Newsletter
Deadline

16
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Bell Choir
Rehearsal 6 pm
Worship Night
7 pm

21
Hanging of the Greens

22
Office Closed

23
Office Closed

Bell Choir Rehearsal
9:15 am

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual & In Person
Worship 10 am

Faith Formation
Board 9:30 am

Youth Group 11 am

Worship Night
7 pm

28
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

29

30
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Worship Night
7 pm

Thanksgiving
Day

1

2
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Advent 2021 - “Close to Home”
When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season,
we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We
carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. The Close to Home theme
acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s
promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully realized. It names our deep longing for God to
come close to us.
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. In these scriptures, home is both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to
build. In many ways, these scriptures are like blueprints—detailing the dreams of a God who makes
a home with us. Ultimately, God is our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home
on earth; sacred ground is all around us.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety
and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home—wherever home is
found—to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.
Worship resources created by A Sanctified Art https://sanctifiedart.org

Angel Tree
Christmas will be here before we know it. We are working with the Namaqua Center to bring holiday
joy to some of their children. We will have the angel tree set up in the narthex later this month. A
children’s name, age and a requested gift will be listed on a tag. If you would like to spread some
Christmas cheer, just take a tag, replace it with an angel ornament, buy the suggested gift and deliver it to the narthex by December 17th. Linda Arndt will deliver them to the Center.
We appreciate your participation in bringing joy to these special children. For questions, please call
Linda Arndt at 970.203.4828 or Kathy Bialy at 860.463.2098. If you would like to know more about
the Center, please visit namaquacenter.org.

Salvation Army Ringers & Counters Needed
First Congregational Church will again be ringing the Salvation Army
Red Kettle bells this year and needs volunteers. Our designated Saturdays to ring are December 4, 11, and 18 at the south King Soopers on
Eagle Drive in Loveland.
We will also need counters for the kettles beginning November 22 at
9:30 a.m. Please call Mary at 290-4152 for signups and location. Masks
and socially distancing are required.
Please contact Mary Kauffman (290-4152) or Judy Bernard (689-8336) to sign up or for any questions.
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Homeless Prevention Youth Sleep Out - December 4
Youth are invited to join young people from churches around Northern Colorado for Neighbor to
Neighbor’s annual Homelessness Prevention Sleep Out.
This will be a chance for youth and chaperones to learn about homelessness in Northern Colorado
and even experience a night sleeping “rough” -- outdoors in sleeping bags and cardboard boxes.
This is a great opportunity to expand our horizons, learn about our neighbors and widen our hearts!
Please speak with Pastor Thandiwe or Youth Ministers Daniel and Sara Gardner if you’d like to participate.

All Church Work Day - Thank You!
Letters were stuffed; postcards were labeled and stamped; bushes were dug out, loaded, and carted
away; trash was picked up; weeds were sprayed and pulled; areas around the garage, dumpster
and rest of our property was cleaned up. Whew!! Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with
the All Church Work Day!

