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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

What a good and beautiful thing it was for our congregation to come together for our September 19
vote on whether or not to become Open and Affirming. Thank you to everyone who attended inperson or virtually to participate in our congregational meeting. However you voted, I hope you
know that your voice matters. You matter. The decision was overwhelmingly in favor of becoming
Open and Affirming (62 yes and 6 no votes). And I am grateful that we are a congregation where
there is room for ALL of us!
Perhaps you are wondering what this decision means and how it will change our congregation. I’m
grateful for Brian Schuetz’s reflections on this very question earlier in September. Immediately, it
means very little will visibly change. We will continue to welcome WHOEVER joins us for worship.
We will continue to delight in God’s gifts and in community. We will continue to bless and be
blessed, to mourn and celebrate together, and to discern God’s call on our lives individually and as
a congregation.
Longer-term, I believe the decision to become Open and Affirming is a commitment to the kinds of
questions that Elizabeth Endicott brought up during the discussion of our welcome statement at our
congregational meeting. She asked about how we welcome (or do not welcome, as the case may
be) our neighbors who are homeless. She reminded us that adopting an Open and Affirming status
and welcome statement is in many ways, just the beginning.
Oh No! I can hear some of you saying. But we just finished a year and a half of work and conversation. Don’t we get to take a deep breath, sit back and rest? Yes and no. After all, we are followers of
Jesus who practiced rest and celebration. AND Jesus rested and celebrated in order to love God,
self, and neighbor with his whole self. We are called to do the same.

Our decision to become Open and Affirming is a commitment to ongoing discernment about who in
our community and wider world is not welcome. How do we broaden our welcome and become a
community where ALL who join us, whether virtually or in-person, know they are beloved children of
God? May we be emboldened to ask these questions with ever greater frequency, boldness, humility and love!
Yours in faith, Thandiwe
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Worship is held in a variety of formats. You may worship in-person, participate online through Zoom, or stream the service on Facebook.
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks required. We continue to HIGHLY
RECOMMEND that only vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this
time. We have begun singing together and gathering in Fellowship Hall
(church basement). The church balcony is available for those who wish or need to continue maintaining physical distance and not singing.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC

Serving in October
GREETERS:
10/3 Larry Schuetz & Dana Stanke
10/10 Ali Eleam & Lee Daniels
10/17 John & Sheryl McCoy
10/24 Dana Stanke & Larry Schuetz
10/31 Brian & Julie Schuetz

USHERS:
10/3 Jen Ogle & Charlotte Parkes
10/10 Georgene Hill & Troy Jackson
10/17 Georgene Hill & John Schwartz
10/24 Ray & Joni Turner
10/31 Troy Jackson & Allen Lebsack

ACOLYTES:
10/3 Mya & Jeslyn Haux
10/10 Colton Leibbrand
10/17 Lucas Gardner & Colton Leibbrand
10/24 Josiah & Jehu Nalwood
10/31

LAY READERS:
10/3 Mary Kauffman
10/10 Brian Schuetz
10/17 Kathy Bialy
10/24 Heather Jackson
10/31 Rhonda Racicot
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October Blessings
October 3 -- Blessing our Tables: Bring something from your table or home
that connects you to your home, family or heritage. Place it on the communion table and we’ll bless it as part of our worship.
October 10 -- Blessing our Path: Bring hiking/biking/running shoes, hiking
pole, a walking stick or walker, skis, wheelchair, crutches, snowshoes, etc
and place them around our communion table for us to bless as part of our
worship together.
October 17 -- Blessing the Harvest: bring produce from your garden, fields or the grocery store for
us to bless and then donate to Community Kitchen to feed our hungry neighbors.
October 24 -- Blessing the Road: after worship, we’ll head out to the parking lot to bless your vehicle. At noon, we’ll have motorcycles arriving for a community blessing.
October 31 -- Blessing our Gifts: Bring your pledges and commitments for your 2022 giving to the
church. We’ll bless and celebrate our gifts.

Neighbors in Need Special Offering - October 3
In 2021, Neighbors in Need “Unfailing Love” offering is focused on supporting organizations and
projects that are serving homeless and immigrant neighbors or communities. One third of NIN funds
support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two thirds of the offering is used by the
UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to provide funding grants to UCC churches and organizations leading justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects in their communities.
Please visit the UCC website at https://www.ucc.org/neighbors-in-need-special-mission-offering/ for
more information.
Special donation envelopes will be included in your bulletin. Please make your checks to ‘FCC’ and
designate your donation as ‘NIN’ in the memo line.

Unaccompanied Youth Outreach
The Mission & Outreach Team is looking for a couple people from the congregation who are interested in being our point people to stay in touch with opportunities where we can serve unaccompanied youth. If you might have an interest and want to learn more, please call Carl Mikesh at 405234-7404, or e-mail him at cmikesh44@gmail.com.
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All-Church Work Day - October 2
Saturday, October 2, 1:00—5:00 pm
Join us for an all-church work day! Bring your work gloves and any
outdoor cleaning tools (brooms, rakes, etc.).
Tasks will include:
- raking leaves
- cleaning out window wells
- weeding shrubs and cleaning out trash
- any minor cleaning/repairs around the outside of the building
- other indoor and outdoor tasks as determined by the Trustees.

Church Hike & Hang Out - October 10
Sunday October 10, 11:30 am
Seven Lakes Park, 1975 Park Drive, Loveland
Head north on Boise. Take a right on Park drive and go to the end of the street.
Meet us at the parking lot for a hike immediately after worship. For those who would like to hang out
and visit, we have a pavilion reserved. This will be informal -- hike as long or short as you’d like.
Let’s enjoy the beautiful outdoors together. Feel free to bring a beverage, snack and/or picnic lunch
to enjoy.

Hay Ride & Harvest Fun - October 16
Saturday, October 16, 10:00-Noon
26135 County Rd 15, Johnstown.
Go east on highway 34 to county road 15. Take it to the dead end and the
event will be on the west side.
Miss the good old days of hay rides, autumn face painting and pumpkin carving or decorating?
Well, there’s good news -- we’re doing this again! We hope to have a great turn-out of people of all
ages. Activities will include a hayride, face painting, pumpkin decorating/carving, corn hole, exploring, and roasting and eating hot dogs and s’mores. Feel free to invite your friends and neighbors.

Blessing Bag Donations Requested by October 31
The Mission & Outreach Team is putting together blessing bags for the homeless. If someone is approached asking for food, we can hand them a blessing bag which will contain items which can be
consumed immediately (beef sticks, granola bars, packets of tuna, etc). Donations of these items
can be dropped off in the church narthex through October 31. Please contact Noreen Flood at (970)
690-4333 with any questions.
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Community Motorcycle Blessing - October 24
Sunday October 24, noon
Church Parking Lot (800 N Lincoln Ave)
We will be hosting a community-wide motorcycle blessing. We realize that riding two or three
wheels can be a dangerous (if VERY fun endeavor) and want to bless all those in our wider community who ride. Please share this event with anyone you know who is a biker. We are also looking for
a few volunteers to assist with the event. Please contact Pastor Thandiwe
(thandiwe@lovelanducc.org) or Bob Molzahn if you’d like to help.

Trunk or Treat - October 31
Sunday, October 31, 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Church Parking Lot (800 N Lincoln Ave)
Get excited…. We’re doing Trunk or Treat again! Sign up to hand
treats out from your trunk (the more decorated, the more exciting!) or
to bring your kids (grandkids, nieces, nephews, friends or neighbors!)
to come and trick-or treat. We’re excited to see you for this event!

UCC Contribution Address Change
The national setting has changed the address for sending donations to our offices. This change took
place as we prepare to move our offices early next year to a new location in Cleveland.
The new address when sending contributions is:
United Church of Christ
PO BOX 71957
Cleveland, Ohio 44194

All Saints Day Remembrance
During the service on November 7, we will once again remember loved ones. We will read aloud the
names of those who have passed since November 1, 2020, and print the names of those who have
passed prior to November 1, 2020. We are also inviting you to email a photo of the person for a
slide show during worship.
If you would like to include your beloved ones' names or photos, please let the office know
by Sunday, October 26, at office@lovelandUCC.org or (970) 667-4884.
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online

TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through August: $ 122,390.67
Offerings Received: $156,299.17 (this includes an estate gift of $42,267)
Donation of Goods/Services in August: $150

October Celebrations
Birthdays
Ginny Carnes
Grayson Snyder
Lyndsey Sauer
Sandra Drage
Mya Haux
Lila Sholes
Dawna Depperschmidt
John McCoy
Sheryl McCoy

Anniversaries
Daniel & Sara Gardner

If your birthday or anniversary
is NOT listed,
please let the office know.

First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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OCTOBER
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

27

28
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

29

30

1

2
All Church
Work Day 1 pm

6

7

8

9

13

14

15
Newsletter
Deadline

16
Hayride &
Harvest Fun
10 am

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

3

4

5

6

Faith Formation
9:30 am
Worship Night
7 pm

3
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

4
Cabrini Day
(office closed)

Youth Group 11 am

5
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Deacons 7 pm
Worship Night
7 pm

10
Receiving New
Members

11
Indigenous
Peoples’ Day

12
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

Virtual Trustees
6:30 pm

Staff Meeting
10 am

Church Board
7:30 pm

Worship Night
7 pm

18

19
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Hike & Hang Out
11:30 am
17
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am
Youth Group 11 am
24
Virtual, In Person, &
Children’s Worship
10 am

Worship Night
7 pm
25

Faith Formation
9:30 am

Motorcycle Blessing
12 pm

Worship Night
7 pm

31
Commitment Sunday

1
All Saints Day

Halloween

First Day of
American Indian
Heritage Month

Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am
Trunk or Treat 5 pm

26
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

2
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Deacons 7 pm
Worship Night
7 pm
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Stewardship

Our Stewardship theme of “Rooted in Love” draws inspiration from Psalm 1, “They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season.” The Psalmist invited us to imagine
all the good things we can bear when well planted. What might we give away when rooted in love?
But the Psalmist also meant something deeper. The word we translate as “planted” in English
means “transplanted” in Hebrew. This translation speaks to the power of love to move us from
one place to another, the power to convert us from one way of life to another. What would need
to change in our lives for us to be fully rooted in love?
We might need to make a move from a “mindset of scarcity” to a “mindset of abundance.” A
scarcity mindset makes us think there will never be enough - we must compete, one against another, because there is not enough to go around. Scarcity thinking names all the things we cannot do, all the things we cannot share. But a mindset of abundance sees the fullness of God’s
love. Martin Luther King Jr. saw the world abundantly – despite all the injustice he confronted,
King knew God’s spirit moved through history, creating and renewing community.
King once described the force of love that animated the Civil Rights Movement. “Agape is not a
weak, passive love. It is love in action. Agape is love seeking to preserve and create community. It is insistence on community even when one seeks to break it. Agape is a willingness to go
to any length to restore broken community.” What would it mean for our lives to be rooted
in such love?
During October, we will hear testimonies from members of our congregation about what
God’s love means to them. You will also be receiving pledge cards, and we invite you to bring
those with you to worship on October 31st when we will dedicate our gifts.

