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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

Here we are with July ending and August beginning – the summer is flying by! I hope you’ve had
some time to reflect on our congregation’s “WHY.” Our leadership identified welcome, acceptance,
love, rest & renewal as big parts of our WHY, and I connected these themes to the idea of BELONGING. Belonging connects to both our inner and outer journeys. In our July newsletter, I invited
you to reflect on who in our wider community does NOT have a strong sense of belonging? Who
needs to experience welcome, acceptance, love, rest and renewal? How do we cultivate the inner
journey as a community and then share what we experience through that inner journey with the wider world? What other reflections have you had on belonging?
When I belong, I feel connected to the people or community of which I am a part. I feel safe to be
myself and accepted for who I am. When we truly belong, we can make mistakes without fearing
that our belonging will be at risk. We can disagree or challenge an idea or action while trusting that
relationships and connection will be mended. When we belong we can acknowledge our limits and
shortcomings, we can share our gifts and wisdom, we can ask for help and forgiveness and offer
both to others. We can trust that we are not alone but journeying with others who bring their own
precious gifts and wisdom.
My reflections on belonging were helpful just this last week when I realized I was feeling anxious
about our upcoming vote on Open and Affirming – perhaps you can relate as we look towards the
unknown. Thankfully, I had the chance to connect to the work of our Open and Affirming Discernment Team. See, they’re not doing this thing “by the book” so to speak. Nope. They are leading us
through this process in a way that resonates with the hopes, fears and concerns they have heard
from us! Because they are listening – to you and me. And no, there is no way to make everyone
happy, but their goal has been to honor what they are hearing, to treat it as a gift and a privilege
they have been given. And they are praying their way through this process – listening for God’s
voice and leading through all of our voices, our questions, our experiences and hurts, our fears,
hopes and joys.
So, if you’re feeling anxious about the ONA vote too, I hope you’ll join me in praying for your own
discernment – ask God to lead and guide your learning and listening. I hope you’ll join me in giving
thanks for our Discernment Team who have been praying about this for a year. I hope you’ll join me
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Minister’s Musings (continued)
in praying for our congregation – that we may continue to belong together: to one another and to
God through this process. And that through it all, love may lead us, that we may love one another as
Christ has loved us.
In gratitude and love for each of you and your prayers,
Thandiwe

Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Worship is now being held in a variety of formats. You may worship in-person in
the sanctuary, participate online through Zoom, or stream the service on Facebook.
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks recommended. We continue to HIGHLY RECOMMEND that only
vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this time. We have begun singing together and gathering in Fellowship Hall (church basement). We hope to begin sharing food downstairs during the
autumn, pandemic-permitting. The church balcony is available for those who wish or need to continue maintaining physical distance, wearing masks indoors and not singing.
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC
Church YouTube Channel
You can find previous sermons as well as some of the other worship videos we are creating on First
Congregational Church Loveland UCC's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrrCKy5GPVQ6Po7hW6qOqPw/
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Youth Sunday & Thank You
Our Annual Youth Sunday on July 11th was a great success! Our youth led a wonderful worship
service in which they read scriptures, led prayers, played special music, shared interviews they had
done with members of the congregation, led our time for the young and young at heart and assisted
with communion. We are so blessed to have an incredible group of young people as part of our congregation!
A special thanks to Karen Jazowski who has stepped in as the lead youth person for the past year
and a half. She has kept our youth connected, organized and delighted throughout the time of pandemic organizing regular Zoom conversations, games, conversations with members of our congregation and, as it became safe, outings for our youth. Her love, commitment and sense of fun have
kept our youth program strong! Karen is stepping back from her role as Youth Leader because of
other work demands, but she is excited to stay connected with our youth and help out as she can.
Thanks Karen. We love you!
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Music Director Sabbatical
July 25 - August 21, 2021
The purpose of the sabbatical is to refresh and renew the Music Director’s Passion for music. Nikki
will be on sabbatical through August 21 and she will spend this time collaborating with other musicians, attending worship services at different church(es), meeting with colleagues and exploring different genres (and eras) of worship music. Nikki will share about her sabbatical experience at our
September 19 Congregational Meeting.

Blessing of the Backpacks - August 15
Join us during worship for our annual sendoff to our students, teachers, educators and
school staff. Please bring backpacks, book bags and briefcases for a special time of
blessing! Why not invite your grandkids or a school friend to join us?

ONA Discernment Event - August 22 after worship
What does the Bible say about Homosexuality?
August 22, following worship with guest preacher Rev. Kenneth Ingram

Rev. Ingram, a pastor and scholar on the Bible and human sexuality, will lead a lively discussion for
our congregation as we discern our path forward.
Do you have Biblically-based questions or challenges for the Open and Affirming Team?
If so, we hope you'll add your voice to the seminar on August 22, directly after church. Please do so
either in-person, or you may send an anonymous question or comment to Daniel Gardner
(dgardner77@gmail.com).
No matter who you are and where you are on the OnA journey, we hope you'll attend!

Staff Leave
Music Director Nikki Glantz is on sabbatical until Saturday, August 21. She will return to work on
Sunday, August 22.
Pastor Thandiwe will be on vacation the week of August 2 through 8. She will be at work on Monday, August 9. Rev. Elizabeth Endicott will preach and lead worship on Sunday, August 8.
Our Office Administrator Staci Hennings will be on vacation August 16 through 19 and the office will
be closed.
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Faith Formation Work Day - August 21 - 1 pm
Saturday, August 21, 1:00 - 3:00 pm (please note date and time change)
Join the Faith Formation Team to help us get ready for the autumn and the return of kiddos to our
faith formation spaces.
Tasks will all be indoors and will include:
- sanitizing all the toys in the nursery and ensuring it is organized and equipped for kiddos and our
nursery attendant Krystal Carmona
- Cleaning and organizing the supply closets and cupboards in the faith formation classroom and
the storage area in the basement
- Organizing bookshelves in what used to be our "library" space
- Organizing supplies in the bell tower

All-Church Work Day - October 2
Join us for an all-church work day! Bring your work gloves and any
outdoor cleaning tools (brooms, rakes, etc.).
Tasks will include:
- raking leaves
- cleaning out window wells
- weeding shrubs and cleaning out trash
- any minor cleaning/repairs around the outside of the building
- other indoor and outdoor tasks as determined by the Trustees.

Thank You!
Dear First Church Friends!
My heartfelt thanks to all who sent cards and notes of caring and concern following my recent surgery! I am recovering very well, but do still face the daunting "chemo" which promises to wipe me out
starting in Aug. However, I'm grateful for returning good health, and to those of you who have helped
that happen with prayers.
Faithfully, Bev Laing
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through June: $91,793
Offerings Received: $129,692
Donation of Goods/Services in June: $115

Serving in August
LAY READERS:
8/1
Craig Bialy
8/8
8/15 Brian Schuetz
8/22 Kathy Bialy
8/29 Heather Jackson

GREETERS:
8/1
John & Sheryl McCoy
8/8
Larry Schuetz, Lee Daniels
8/15 Dana Stanke, Ali Eleam
8/22 Brian & Julie Schuetz
8/29 John & Sheryl McCoy

USHERS:
8/1
Charlotte Parkes, Troy Jackson
8/8
Georgene Hill, Allen Lebsack
8/15 Ray & Joni Turner
8/22 Craig & Kathy Bialy
8/29 Jennifer Ogle

August Celebrations
Birthdays
Karen Shanahan
Mike Bernard
Nikki Glantz
Kalyn Bonn
Gavin Snyder
Karen Jazowski
Craig Bialy
Gerald Sundberg
Alaina Jackson
Jack Baker
Fred Koch

Nora Smith
Tammy Sharmer
Amber Kukus
Valeria Brehm
Emma Jackson
Robert Molzahn
John Drage
Janet Molzahn
Avery Vetter

Anniversaries
Brian & Pat Kukus
Troy & Heather Jackson
John & Sheryl McCoy
Troy & Sherri Schuetz
Lyle & Carol Schuetz
If your birthday or anniversary
is NOT listed, please let
the office know.
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AUGUST
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

2

3
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

4

5
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

6

7

11

12

13

14

18
Office Closed

19
Office Closed

20

21
Faith
Formation
Work Day 1 pm

Deacons 7 pm

8
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

9

10
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Staff Meeting
10 am

15
Newsletter Deadline

16
Office Closed

Blessing of the
Backpacks

23

Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

29
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am
Virtual “Homosexuality
& the Bible” Education
Event 11 am

Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

22
ONA Guest Preacher Ken Ingram

17
Office Closed

24
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

25

26

27

28

1

2
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

3

4

Faith Formation
9:30 am

30

31
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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Living Water Worship - September 12
The summer scatters us as we spend time camping and fishing in the mountains, traveling to visit
family or to enjoy vacation, and simply being in a different rhythm. This summer, you are invited to
bring some water back from your travels – it could be water from a pool, tap, river, rain, or the
ocean. The first Sunday of our autumn season, you are invited to bring the water to church where we
will combine it and bless it to be used throughout the year for baptisms and other water blessings.

New Member Classes
Anyone who is interested in learning more about our church and exploring membership is invited to
participate in a New Members Class. It will be held in-person from 11:30-1:00 pm on Sunday,
September 12 and virtually from 2:00-3:30 pm on Sunday, September 19 & 26. Please contact
Pastor Thandiwe (970-405-9184 or thandiwe@lovelanducc.org ) to sign up for the class or for more
information.

Virtual & In Person Congregational Meeting - Sept 19
Sunday, September 19, following worship
We will have a Congregational Meeting in the sanctuary and via Zoom immediately following our
worship service. In addition to our normal September business, we will have our vote on becoming
Open and Affirming and our Music Director Nikki Glantz will be sharing about her sabbatical. Keep a
look-out for additional information about the voting procedure for Open and Affirming.
We hope as many people will attend to participate in this congregational meeting as possible.

