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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,

I find myself consistently marveling at all that has happened during the 10 weeks of my leave as
well as at how grateful I am to be back in your midst. I missed you all! There are too many thank
you’s to list all of them here, but I want to say a special thanks to Rev. Elizabeth Endicott; our staff
Nikki Glantz and Staci Hennings; our re-entry team Myer Haux, Kathy Miczulski, Craig Bialy and
Mary Kauffman; our A/V wonder-folks especially Jon Haux, Craig Jump and Paul Heintzleman; and
to Brian Kukus and Bernie Depperschmidt who did untold hours of work to prepare the building for
re-entry. I know that there were countless others who gave of your time, your skills, and your prayers these last ten weeks. Thank you!
One of the things that has amazed me is the movement we have made as a congregation over
these last months. We are now well into our Discernment around Open and Affirming. We have embarked into the world of hybrid worship. Our Mission and Outreach Team has identified an area of
focus. Our building is in even better shape than it was pre-pandemic. Oh! And have you heard
some of our recent testimonies? The Holy Spirit is moving in and through this beloved community.
As I return, I want to share some reflections from the two leadership retreats we have had since the
beginning of 2021. At the first retreat in early February, Associate Conference Minister Rev. Erin
Gilmore invited us to delve into the question of “Why?” “Why does our congregation exist?” “What is
our purpose?” “To what is God calling us?”
It is easy in our week-in week-out existence to focus on maintenance (and maintenance is important) – maintaining our building and grounds, our staff and volunteers, our membership and programs, simply maintaining our existence. But our purpose, our “WHY” is not simply to exist or to ensure that we exist in twenty years. Our purpose is about something more than that.

As our elected leaders reflected together on this WHY, a few themes emerged about our purpose:
welcome, acceptance, love, rest & renewal. We are a community that values welcome and acceptance of all people whoever they are and wherever they are on their journey. We seek to be a
place where we experience and share love. And we value time together as an opportunity for rest
and renewal, especially in our worship.
In my own prayerful reflections, one word emerged that, for me, encompasses the five themes identified by our leaders: BELONGING. Nora Smith then reflected on the two parts of the word: “BE”
and “LONGING.”
(continued next page)
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Minister’s Musings (continued)
The being part is the work of understanding our basic goodness in relationship to the Divine. We
ARE children of God. It also connects to the experience of being “met where I am, not where you
are.” This BE-ing of BELONGING invites us from our heads (where most of us spend a lot of time)
into our hearts. The second part is the LONGING – that sense of wanting our soul to be met and
fed. We long for the Holy Spirit. We long to experience God’s presence and call. We long to feel
seen and heard and valued. We long for a sense of purpose. We long to become who God has created us to be and to live in God’s beloved community.
BELONGING then is about an inner journey towards authentic being and God’s call. The idea of
BELONGING also invites us into an outer journey: who in our wider community and world does NOT
belong? Who needs to experience welcome, acceptance, love, rest and renewal? How do we cultivate the inner journey as a community and then share what we experience through that inner journey with the wider world?
I hope and pray this summer that you will spend some time thinking about the idea of BELONGING
as it relates to our church community. Do you think it captures some of who we already are and
some of who we wish to become? How does the idea of BELONGING point us to God’s call and our
purpose? How does it relate to the things we do week-in and week-out?
I know we will continue to deepen in conversation around these ideas and around our purpose, but I
think our leaders are on to something. And I am so grateful to be on this journey with you.

In love and gratitude,
Thandiwe

Fiddler on the Roof Movie Screening - July 10, 6:00 pm
Come watch “Fiddler on the Roof” and learn a little bit more about Jewish religion and practice.
Fiddler on the Roof is a 1971 American epic musical comedy-drama. The movie centers on Tevye,
a poor Jewish peasant living in Anatevka, a typical shtetl in the Pale of Settlement of Imperial Russia, who is faced with the challenge of marrying off his five daughters amidst the growing tension in
his village.

Youth Sunday - July 11, 10:00 am
Join us for a special worship service planned and led by our youth on Sunday, July 11 th. The theme
for worship will be “Transitions” and we will be reflecting on all that we have learned during the pandemic and the things that we are celebrating being able to do again.
We hope you’ll join us!
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Worship is now being held in a variety of formats. You may worship in-person in
the sanctuary, participate online through Zoom, or stream the service on Facebook.
In-Person Worship
Join us in the sanctuary! Masks recommended. We continue to HIGHLY RECOMMEND that only vaccinated people attend in-person worship at this time. The June 22nd letter from
the Re-entry Team outlines updates on what to expect, and what we expect from you, when you
come to church. The original guidelines can be found on our website (https://lovelanducc.org/reentry-recommendations/).

Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC
Church YouTube Channel
You can find previous sermons as well as some of the other worship videos we are creating on First
Congregational Church Loveland UCC's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrrCKy5GPVQ6Po7hW6qOqPw/

Outdoor Worship & Picnic - July 18
Sunday, July 18, 10:00 am
Dave and Diane Levy’s home - 1907 French Hill Dr, Berthoud
Go to the end of French Hill Drive, look for signs to turn left, and head down to
the last house on the road.

You are invited to attend an outdoor worship followed by a picnic at Dave and Diane Levy’s home on
Sunday, July 18. Please note there will be no worship on Zoom. Please bring your own seating and
food. If you have a pop-up, please bring that as well!
Youth are invited to stay afterwards for a pool party!
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Vacation Bible School @ Trinity United Methodist
We are partnering with Trinity United Methodist Church to participate in Vacation Bible School this
summer. It will be July 12-16. Due to COVID, they have had to cap their registrations at 45 -- we
hope you've had a chance to register your kids if they are interested.
Donations to purchase VBS Snacks
Instead of asking for individual snack items, the VBS planning team is asking for monetary donations. If you would like to make a donation, you can mark your donation "VBS" and put it in the offering or you can mail in a donation marked "VBS." These donations will cover the snack items as well
as the end of the week pizza party. Thank you in advance for your support.
Volunteer to Help!
Would you like to help with VBS? We have a place for you too. There are a lot of different opportunities to help. If you can't help all week, that's ok. You can sign up as a volunteer here: https://
vbspro.events/p/events/tumc2021
If you have questions, contact organizer Debby Groover by phone: 970-232-5893 or
email grooverdebby@gmail.com or secretary@tumc-loveland.org.
Thank you all. It's exciting to be able to do an in-person VBS this year. We can certainly agree with
the theme of Rocky Railway VBS - "Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through".

Church Re-entry Team Update
Two Sunday worship services blending in-person and online formats have now
taken place, and overall things are going well! We are already beginning to loosen some of our protocols.
Locally, 1 in 2 Larimer county residents are now fully vaccinated as of June
16th. However, the county’s Risk Score has inched back up to Medium after having been Low for
some time. The reason - a 47% increase of COVID patients in the hospital from the previous
week.
You may have heard that the Delta variant of the coronavirus, which was first detected in India, is
now classified as a “variant of concern” by the CDC. It currently accounts for 10% of new COVID
cases in the United States. Delta is more transmissible and more likely to cause severe illness in
unvaccinated people. In addition, the effectiveness of the current vaccines against Delta is only truly realized after being fully vaccinated. With the initial variants, there was pretty good protection after receiving just one shot of Moderna or Pfizer.
Therefore, we continue to emphasize the importance of getting vaccinated given the seriousness of
this new variant, and to help avoid another surge in the Fall. Please do your part and get vaccinated
rather than relying on others to get to herd immunity to tame this virus! Go to https://
larimerhealth.secure.force.com/Vaccine/ to schedule an appointment, or call the Larimer County Health Department, Mon.-Fri., 9:00-4:30 at 970-498-5500.
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Music Director Sabbatical
July 25 - August 21, 2021
We are so blessed to have Nikki Glantz as our Music Director! Not only is she amazing at her jobs
(let’s be honest, she’s picked up an additional tech job with the church since the pandemic hit), but
she has been with us for 11 years!
Last year a dedicated team consisting of Greg Greaves, Mary Kauffman, Dana Stanke and John
McCoy created some staff policies for our congregation. Among those policies was a policy giving
our Music Director a sabbatical after 5 years. Given that Nikki has been here for 11, it’s high time
she gets one!
Here is the language of the policy:
Music Director: 4 weeks after 5 years: The purpose of the sabbatical is to refresh and renew the
Music Director’s passion for music. A proposal ahead of time and a report at the end of the sabbatical are to be shared with the Music Committee and Minister(s). The Music Director must take their
sabbatical over the summer. Sabbaticals may not be stacked with any other type of leave.
Nikki’s Proposal: “to refresh and renew the Music Director’s passion for music,” (spending
the same amount of hours each week as usual job)
• Collaborate with other musicians/vocalists (playing music we enjoy/for fun)
• Visit/attend worship services at different church (es), to be able to participate in worship and then
later use that as a reflection about how music affects worship
• Meet with colleagues and other worship leaders, choir directors, and musicians
• Practice guitar and organ
• Explore different genres (and eras) of worship music
Nikki's proposal was approved by the music board earlier this year, and she has already lined up
coverage for music and hosting Zoom for her 4 weeks away. We will bless her the Sunday before
her leave and look forward to her return. She’ll report on her sabbatical at our September 19 Congregational Meeting.

Living Water Worship - September 12
The summer scatters us as we spend time camping and fishing in the mountains, traveling to visit
family or to enjoy vacation, and simply being in a different rhythm. This summer, you are invited to
bring some water back from your travels – it could be water from a pool, tap, river, rain, or the
ocean. The first Sunday of our autumn season, you are invited to bring the water to church where we
will combine it and bless it to be used throughout the year for baptisms and other water blessings.
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Financial Notes
Budgeted Offerings through May: $76,494
Offerings Received: $115,445
Donation of Goods/Services in May: $5290

Serving in July
LAY READERS:
7/4
Heather Jackson
7/11
7/18 Diane Levy
7/25 Paul Heintzleman

GREETERS:
7/4
Lee Daniels, Ali Eleam,
Dana Stanke
7/11 John & Sheryl McCoy
7/18 Worship at the Levy’s
7/25 Brian & Julie Schuetz

USHERS:
7/4
Ray & Joni Turner
7/11 Jennifer Ogle
7/18 Worship at the Levy’s
7/25 Craig & Kathy Bialy

July Celebrations
Birthdays
Margaret Vetter
Bev Laing
Kelsi Schuetz
Linda Arndt
Jon Orth
Debbie Schuetz
Lyle Schuetz
Larry Schuetz
Cooper Frank
Addy Ziegler
Charlie Shettle
Allen Lebsack
Henry Ziegler

Terri Lebsack
John Racicot
Ilene Caster
Berniece Peters
Anniversaries
Larry & Kathy Schuetz
Evan & Karlene Snyder
Tom & Sherri Frank
Paul Heintzleman & Carrie Johansing
Pat Shettle & Alexandra Stanke
Ray & Joni Turner
Robert & Janet Molzahn
JD & Tiffany Frank

If your birthday or
anniversary is NOT
listed, please let
the office know.
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JULY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

28

29
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

30

1
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

2

3

5
Independence
Day Observed

6
Office Closed

7
Office Closed

8
Office Closed

9

10
“Fiddler on the
Roof” Screening
6 pm

LGBTQ+ Community
& Family Discussion
12 pm

4
Independence Day
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

Office Closed

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

11
Virtual UCC General
Synod

12
Virtual UCC
General Synod

13
Virtual UCC
General Synod

14
Virtual UCC
General Synod

15
Virtual UCC
General Synod

16
Virtual UCC
General Synod

17
Virtual UCC
General Synod

Youth Sunday

VBS @ Trinity
UMC 9 am

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

VBS @ Trinity
UMC 9 am

Newsletter
Deadline

VBS @ Trinity
UMC 9 am

Jim Frank
Memorial
Service 11 am

Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

18
Virtual UCC General
Synod

19

VBS @ Trinity
UMC 9 am

Staff Meeting
10 am

Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

20
Office Closed

21

22

23

24

28

29

30
Jim Sholes’
Memorial
Service 2 pm

31

Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Outdoor Worship &
Picnic @ the Levy’s

25
Virtual and In Person
Worship 10 am

VBS @ Trinity
UMC 9 am

26

27
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Faith Formation
9:30 am

First Congregational Church ⚫ 800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Pastor, thandiwe@lovelanducc.org
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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New Associate Conference Minister
The Rocky Mountain Conference is thrilled to announce the newest addition to our staff: Rev. Dr.
Anthony Scott will be joining us as the new Associate Conference Minister! We hope you will join us
in extending Anthony a warm welcome.

UCC Virtual General Synod - July 11-18
Join us for General Synod 33, which is a fully virtual event. Please complete
your registration here and bookmark the page as you'll return to meet.ucc for
access throughout General Synod. Your registration will provide access to
all aspects of General Synod, holding the information you will need for worship, optional events, business, exhibit hall, keynote speakers and much
more. For all the latest event details leading up to General Synod on July 11,
continue to visit generalsynod.org.

Support Loveland Youth Gardeners
Farm Stand, 2500 E 1st St, Loveland
Fridays, 8:00-12:00 noon
Want to support Loveland youth facing challenges in their lives? Love gardens and fresh produce?
Loveland Youth Gardeners has a Farm Stand (https://www.lovelandyouthgardeners.org/events)
every Friday morning. Right now they are selling plants and some cute gardening hack items. As
the summer progresses, they will be selling the fresh produce grown in their garden!
Loveland Youth Gardeners empowers youth facing challenges to cultivate life/work skills, environmental stewardship and community service. They are a Northern Colorado non-profit organization
dedicated to improving the lives of our youth by building healthy relationships with people, agriculture, and community. You can read more HERE (https://www.lovelandyouthgardeners.org)

