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Minister’s Musings
Dear Church Family,
When Thandiwe asked me to write a reflection, she was just the right amount of vague; this didn’t
have to be about anything particular, or even about me… length or number of words didn’t matter…
I could basically write about whatever I thought was appropriate.
For those of you that know me, you know there is almost no subject I am unwilling to discuss. I may
be careful about where I steer a conversation, but if someone wants to go there, I will go there with
them. It is hard sometimes to know what is appropriate and what is not, and it is even harder to have
something you want others to hear. So, here goes.
I have been leaving church with tears in my eyes. From the music, to Daniel Gardner’s and Nora
and Noe’s reflection, to the Children’s Time, to how wonderfully Elizabeth tied everything together…
I was reminded of how important it is, being present for worship. I am not talking about attendance,
like when I was young and I had to comply or attend church because I was told to. I am talking about
the mystery of a bunch of flawed people coming together, and joining God in this act of creation we
call worship. Perhaps it is this holding period we are in due to the pandemic, perhaps it is seeing
everyone’s face on the screen instead of the back of everyone’s head, like in the pews. Maybe it is
being a part of various groups who want our church to be healthy and functional and transparent and
secure. It could be how I have come to have several intense and productive conversations with
members of our church family. Here is what I know: every time I have spent time working or
talking or playing music with someone in this church, I leave that encounter feeling rejuvenated, and so hopeful. I know this could sound cliché, but there are so many amazing people who
lead lives of such depth…I feel blessed when I learn about someone’s family history, or the jobs/
careers they have held. I am in awe of the love and talent and dedication of the people I serve.
I left church today wanting to write a love letter to this congregation. You are the many parts of the
body of Christ. It is taking all of us to get through this time, and I know you are giving part of yourself
to keep this church, it’s mission and ministry, alive. I am thankful for this opportunity to work together. I am thankful for the chance to be present. I am thankful to be able to worship with you.
Looking forward,
Paul Heintzleman, Moderator
First Congregational Church
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Settled Pastor (on parental leave)
Rev. Elizabeth Endicott, Interim Pastor, endicotteliz@gmail.com
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC
Church YouTube Channel
You can find previous sermons as well as some of the other worship videos we are creating on First
Congregational Church Loveland UCC's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrrCKy5GPVQ6Po7hW6qOqPw/

Graduation Sunday and Card Shower - May 16
We will be honoring our seniors during worship on May 16. We invite you to send them graduation
cards to honor their achievement and help them celebrate this milestone.
Emma Ogle
4939 Pyrenees Dr
Fort Collins CO 80526

Chloe Ogle
4939 Pyrenees Dr
Fort Collins CO 80526

Virtual Congregational Meting - May 16
Sunday, May 16, following worship
We will have a Zoom Congregational Meeting on May 16 immediately following our worship service.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.

Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays, 12:30-1:30
May 2 & 16
We will celebrate our graduates during worship on May 16.
Youth will continue gathering virtually. As always, this is a chance to connect and check in and to be
reminded of the gift of community and God's love. If you have any questions, please contact Youth
Leader Karen Jazowski.
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Outdoor Worship Scheduled
Please join us for outdoor worship! This will be a wonderful time to gather in person to enjoy live music, great community and the beauty of God’s creation!
Please note there will be no worship on Zoom for these dates.
Masks and social distancing are required. Please bring chairs, blankets, hats,
umbrellas, and any other items needed for the weather conditions.
May 23 - Frank and Mary Kauffman’s home (502 S County Road 9E, Loveland)
There will be a short walk from the main parking area, but there are several spots available for those
that need to park closer.

July 18 - Dave and Diane Levy’s home (1907 French Hill, Berthoud)

Strengthen the Church Special Offering - May 23
The Strengthen the Church offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local
congregations. Your support of this offering will help the UCC fulfill on its commitment to creating a
just world for all by investing in new ministries and practices that meet the emerging needs of local
communities. As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in our
youth and young adults. To contribute, please write checks to FCC and note ‘Strengthen the
Church’ on your check memo. Mail to FCC, 800 N Lincoln Ave, Loveland CO 80537.

Conflict Transformation Skills for Churches
Saturday, May 22, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Conflict is a normal part of life, even in the church, so it is important to know how to handle
conflicts when they inevitably arise. Participants in this workshop will gain the understanding
and the skills needed to prevent or minimize destructive conflicts. Learn what you can do to
help transform conflict from a negative force into an opportunity for positive growth. This class
is perfect for clergy, members of church council, personnel teams, and pastoral relations committee members. Ideally, we would like to have 4-5 people from each church join the class together.
Join us for this practical training event and learn how you can help prevent anxiety from becoming a toxic force in your congregation! This series of workshops is provided in part by a
grant. Each class would normally cost over $60, but we are able to provide it at a deep discount of $15 per person.
Please contact Staci in the office by May 10, 9 am, if you would like to attend. We will register
everyone together in order to get a group discount.

In need of Pastoral Care or Prayer?
Rev. Endicott has received both COVID vaccinations and is available for hospital or pastoral visits.
Please contact Elizabeth directly at (507) 440-4934, or call the church office at (970-667-4884).
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Church Re-entry Team Update
The Re-entry Team met on April 8th.
1) Update on current Covid risk given. Positive cases are going up.
Larimer County Dial - risk has been, and remains “High”
35% of residents have received at least one vaccine dose
22% fully vaccinated
State Dial 3.0 - Larimer County has been, and remains in the “Concern” category
34% of Colorado residents have received at least one dose
20% fully vaccinated

*A 50% vaccination rate begins to have an affect on transmissibility. “Herd immunity” occurs
closer to 75% or higher.
*The state dial will be optional for counties and municipalities to follow rather than mandatory
by April 16. We’ll see what Larimer county does differently in light of this regarding their own
risk calculations and recommendations, if anything.
2) Continued to discuss supplies needed.
3) Reviewed the Larimer County Safer At Home Worship Checklist.
4) Craig will create a Google doc so we can see what indoor/outdoor signage he would like us to
consider.

5) Strategized traffic flow and seating.
6) Miscellaneous
7) Next meeting - April 20th at 7 PM. Agreed to invite select folks working on cleaning/sanitization
and ventilation, as well as worship, to begin to coordinate with these teams.
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Miczulski

“Reading the Bible Again for the First Time”
April 7 - June 9 (1 chapter per week)
Wednesdays 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89664630184?pwd=U3JLTmZPSDljanI2NUJJU3Evc0hNQT09
Meeting ID: 896 6463 0184, Passcode: 455652
Used books are readily available (such as Amazon.com or AbeBooks.com)
This unique book invites everyone—whatever one's religious background—to engage the Bible,
wrestle with its meaning, explore its mysteries, and understand its relevance. Borg shows us how to
encounter the Bible in a fresh way that rejects the limits of simple literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives. Whether you know the Bible inside and out or simply want to know more about
this great book, all are welcome!
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Donations/Expenses Status Year-to-Date 2021
From Pat Kukus, Church Treasurer
Below is some information from our financial reports that provides a snapshot of where we are currently in regards to meeting our budget. I’ve also included our year-to-date totals for Jan-Mar in 2020
for comparison purposes.
January
February
March
TOTAL
2020 Total
Income (Donations) Budget:
$15,299
$15,299
$15,299
$45,897
$42,750
Income (Donations) Received:
$11,243
$18,401
$13,898
$43,542
$53,040
Expense Budget:
Expenses:

$16,638
$16,140

$18,638
$18,608

$16,638
$23,290

$51,914
$58,037

$48,274
$48,572

Please feel free to contact me at pkukus65@gmail.com or 970-215-0020 if you have any questions.

May Celebrations

Serving in May

Birthdays
Noreen Flood
Eunice Baer
J.D. Frank
Karen Orth
John Schwartz
Kathy Miczulski
Rick Stroh
Carolyn Bernhardt
Ray Turner
Joni Turner
Troy Schuetz

LAY READERS:
5/2
Kathy Bialy and Craig Bialy
5/9
Heather Jackson and Bev Laing
5/16 Rhonda Racicot and Brian Schuetz
5/23 Mary Kauffman and Kathy Bialy
5/30 Paul Heintzleman and Heather Jackson

Anniversaries
Mike & Judy Bernard
Craig & Kathy Bialy

If your birthday or
anniversary is NOT listed,
please let the office know.
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MAY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

25
Virtual Worship 10 am

26

27
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

28
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

29

30

1

5
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

6
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

7

8
Virtual Leaders’
Retreat 9:30 am

12
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

13

14

15
Newsletter
Deadline

19
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

20
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

21

22
Virtual Conflict
Transformation
Skills for
Churches
8:30 am

26
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

27

28

29

2
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

3
Virtual Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

4

5

Virtual Faith
Formation 9 am

2
Virtual Worship 10 am

3

Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

9
Mother’s Day
Virtual Worship 10 am

4
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Virtual Deacons
7 pm

10
Nikki’s 11 year
anniversary at
FCC

11
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Staff Meeting
10 am
Deacons 7 pm

16
Graduation Sunday

17

Virtual Worship 10 am

18
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Virtual Re-Entry
Team 7 pm

Virtual Congregational
Meeting 11 am
Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

23
Pentecost

24

Outdoor Worship at
the Kauffman’s 10 am

30
Virtual Worship 10 am

25
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Virtual Faith
Formation 9 am

31
Memorial Day
Office Closed

1
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Virtual Deacons
7 pm

47tTH ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE
Monday, June 7 - Sunday, June 13
CHURCH ANEW
This year as we gather we will explore what it means to be Church Anew. The dictionary defines
anew this way: “in a new or different and typically more positive way.” This year we want to share
stories of how we are living into a new and different church. What experiments have we tried? What
has worked? What has failed? What have we learned about being church? How have we changed?
What does it take to sustain innovation and imagination? What is needed from our faith tradition in
this particular moment? What is our unique contribution? We are eager to be in these questions and
others as we gather together in multiple ways during our Annual Celebration as a Conference.
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
We are thrilled to announce our keynote will be presented by Valarie Kaur, a civil rights activist,
lawyer, award-winning filmmaker, founder of the Revolutionary Love Project, author of See No
Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love, and Sikh American voice.
REGISTRATION
Registration is now open! Please complete your registration as soon as possible. The first 125
Voting Church Delegates to register will receive a free digital copy of Valarie Kaur’s book See No
Stranger: A Memoir and Manifesto of Revolutionary Love. No cost will be due to participants at the
time of registration.
COST
This year, we will ask each RMC church to contribute $100 to share the costs of the Annual Celebration. This will be the full registration fee for your church’s delegates, pastor(s), and as many visitors as you’d like! Each delegate, clergy member, or visitor will need to register in order to receive
Zoom invitations to each event, but it will cost them nothing to register.
QUESTIONS
If you need any help at all navigating the schedule, registration, or participation in these events,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at connect@rmcucc.org.

