UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIST

THE HERALD

APRIL 2021

Minister’s Musings
Dear ones,
These last weeks as we have journeyed through Lent together, where have you found the theme or
metaphor of vessel show up in your life? Have you been surprised by vessels? What shapes them?
Their fragility? Their resilience?
Lent itself has felt like a vessel of sorts -- a container for this journey that we make with Jesus and his
followers towards the cross. A container for my own preparation to become a mother of 2. I have reflected some in recent days on the ability of vessels to hold complexity. It’s not usually as simple as
this is a jar filled with water or here is a vase with flowers. What is the purpose of the water? Will it
quench thirst? Water a plant? Sit and evaporate? The flowers are beautiful, but also temporary. They
will soon wither and fade, dropping their pollen and petals in a mess on the counter if we don’t pick
them up in time.
For me, right now, being pregnant I find myself a vessel filled with such an array of emotion. the joy
and excitement to meet this little one who dances in my womb. The uncertainty about when he will be
born, about who he will be, about how we will fit together as a family of four. And grief and anxiety
about changes. I have so loved being Cora’s mom these last 3 years. I am sad to know that our dynamic will change with the addition of my son, her little brother. And I worry about how I will fit in
enough time and attention and love for them both. I know. I know. It just happens. But that does not
mean there isn’t grief or fear as I approach that time. In the midst of all of this, I am so grateful for our
lay leaders and for Rev. Elizabeth Endicott whom I know will hold this congregation and community in
love while I am away.
This is a season of waiting and preparation not just for me, but for all of us, for Christians as we journey towards Holy Week. We approach Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his last meal, betrayal,
arrest, denial, torture and death. We know that these will not be the end of the story, yet Easter means
little without the trials, tribulations, suffering, and death that lead up to it. Who cares if the tomb is empty on Easter morning if it was not first the resting place of Christ’s body?
What vessels are there leading up to Holy Week and Easter? What does this time of preparation hold
for you? What do you hope will be held by Holy Week and Easter? What good news are you opening
yourself to receive and pour out during this season?
I am grateful to be held by the vessel of this community. I am grateful for invitations to unseal the
cracks in the vessel that is me so that God’s wisdom and healing may enter. And I am grateful for the
opportunities to be filled and to pour out Spirit, grace, hope and love.
With gratitude and love,
Thandiwe
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Worship on Facebook Live
You DO NOT need a facebook account to watch our worship on Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/LovelandUCC
Church YouTube Channel
You can find previous sermons as well as some of the other worship videos we are creating on First
Congregational Church Loveland UCC's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrrCKy5GPVQ6Po7hW6qOqPw/

Worship Opportunities During Lent
Palm Sunday - Sunday, March 28
Virtual Sunday Worship Gathering by Zoom - 10:00 am
Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April 1
Materials for an at home worship experience will be shared.
Good Friday - Friday, April 2
Last year’s Ecumenical Good Friday worship service can be watched here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Id5J5_vRy64&t=3411s
Easter - Sunday, April 4
Sunrise Service - 6:30 am
Please join us at Frank and Mary Kauffman’s home (502 S CR 9E) for a sunrise service. Masks and
social distancing required. Bring chairs and blankets. Due to Covid restrictions, there will not be a
pancake breakfast following the service.
Virtual Sunday Worship Gathering by Zoom - 10:00 am

Youth Group
1st & 3rd Sundays, 12:30-1:30
April 18, May 2 & 16 (no youth group on Easter Sunday, April 4)
We will celebrate our graduates during worship on May 16.
Youth will continue gathering virtually. As always, this is a chance to connect and check in and to be
reminded of the gift of community and God's love. These next few gatherings, we will work on plans
for Graduation Sunday, a potential Youth Sunday, summer camp and summer mission trips or service projects. If you have any questions, please contact Youth Leader Karen Jazowski.
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It’s a Boy!
Ezra Theodore Dale-Ferguson was born at home at 3:40 pm on
Thursday, March 18. This was a planned home birth. He weighed
8 lbs 8 oz and measured 21.5 inches. Mama and Baby are well
and the family is all thrilled! Thank you for surrounding us with
your love and prayers as we have prepared to welcome this little
one!
With much love, Thandiwe
Thandiwe will be on parental leave for 10 weeks. Our interim minister is the Rev. Elizabeth Hoblin Endicott. Elizabeth lives in south
Fort Collins and has been a United Church of Christ minister for 36 years, serving parishes in Wisconsin, Colorado, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Minnesota. Her contracted duties will be 1015 hours/week, mostly focusing on worship preparation, preaching, preparing the newsletter,
providing two hours of pastoral care availability each week, and emergency pastoral care as requested. You may reach her through the office, (970) 667-4884, by email endicotteliz@gmail.com,
or by leaving a message on her cell phone, (507) 440-4934.

Prayer for Healing
In light of the recent events that happened in Boulder, I invite you to reflect upon these words:
God of all, in the face:
of terror, we pray peace
of sorrow, we pray tears
of heartache, we pray release
of anger, we pray calm
of hate, we pray compassion
of insult, we pray respect.
of selfishness, we pray grace
of wrongdoing, we pray forgiveness
of enemies, we pray reconciliation
of the overwhelming, we pray faith
of tomorrow, we pray hope.
God of all, Spirit of wisdom, Christ of the Cross in all things, we pray love. Amen
-- adapted from Jon Humphries, Prayers that Unite Facebook page, January 2020
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Outdoor Worship Scheduled
Please join us for outdoor worship! This will be a wonderful time to gather in person to enjoy live music, great community and the beauty of God’s creation!
Please note there will be no worship on Zoom for these dates.
Masks and social distancing are required. Please bring chairs, blankets, hats,
and any other items needed for the weather conditions.
April 25 - Frank and Mary Kauffman’s home (502 S County Road 9E, Loveland)
There will be a short walk from the main parking area, but there are several spots available for those
that need to park closer.

May 23 - Frank and Mary Kauffman’s home (502 S County Road 9E, Loveland)
There will be a short walk from the main parking area, but there are several spots available for those
that need to park closer.
July 18 - Dan and Diane Levy’s home (1907 French Hill, Berthoud)

Handbell Refurbishing
I sure do miss seeing and hearing our beautiful handbell choir, but I have some exciting news to
share about what is happening with the handbells while we are unable to be together! It has been
generously approved to use money to have the handbells refurbished-a long awaited and wellneeded procedure. Our handbells were purchased in the early 80s and have NEVER had this service done! And there's even the added bonus of a 5% discount during this season.
So why refurbishment and why am I so eager to have it done?! All musical instruments need to be
serviced regularly (pianos need to be tuned every 6 months.) Think of this handbell service as both
maintenance, inspection, and tuning . Once the bells are shipped to the Schulmerich facility, the will
all be fully disassembled and inspected. The bells will be fully disassembled and inspected. Small
repairs will be performed as needed. The bell castings go through a full factory polic, and all smart
parts on the bells (springs, washers, bumpers, etc.) are replaced. The larger components of the
bells are evaluated and repaired as needed. Any parts not replaced are cleaned. The bells are then
reassembled, checked for adjustments, tuning and sound quality, then packed back up and sent
back to us within a month. The cases will be cleaned and vacuumed as well.
As always, I so appreciate your support of the music program! Please let me or a member of the
music committee know if you have any questions or concerns.
Nikki Glantz, Music Director and Accompanist

Amazon Smile Donations
Thanks to customers shopping at smile.amazon.com, or with AmazonSmile ON in the Amazon
Shopping app, everyday purchases have generated over $266 million in donations to charities
worldwide so far. To sign up, simply go to smile.Amazon.com and designate First Congregational
Church, Loveland as your charity! Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our church.
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Church Re-entry Team Update
The Church Re-entry Team met by Zoom on March 16th. New members to the team, Mary Kauffman and Craig Bialy, were heartily welcomed by current team members Meyer Haux and Kathy
Miczulski. Jon Haux also participated.
Given that in February the Board of Trustees accepted the Re-entry Team's recommendation to hold
off on in-person worship until Thandiwe's return from maternity leave (mid-June) the team discussed
what needs to take place in the interim. Decisions by the team included the following:
1) Safety criteria for re-opening -Continue with our current recommendation of meeting state and
county criteria (Larimer County Risk Score of "low" for a 4-week period, with a Status level at
'cautious' or below). In addition, now that vaccines are being administered, consider figuring in statewide vaccination rates (minimum of 50% before safe to gather) if not already part of the Risk Score
calculation. This was a recommendation by the Wisconsin Council of Churches, a resource suggested by the RMCUCC.
2) Ensure that all preparation and precautions we take comply with the Larimer County Safer at
Home Places of Worship Checklist.
3) Consider ways to encourage people within the congregation to be vaccinated, debunk myths
about vaccinations and vaccines, and encourage continued protective behaviors.
4) How to prepare the congregation for re-opening - letter sent to all congregants prior to re-opening
on what to expect and what will be asked of them in order to worship together as safely as possible.

5) Supplies we need to purchase now to ensure safe resumption of in-person service.
6) Logistics
a) Traffic flow
b) Best use of ushers and greeters and need for training. Consider asking for
additional "volunteer" ushers to assist.
c) Seating of families and individuals to ensure proper social-distancing
d) Signage
e) Making a reservation to attend in-person service on-line or by phone
7) The team was informed that a separate team, in conjunction with the Trustees, was actively working on improved ventilation and sanitation.

8) The re-entry team will continue to coordinate worship logistics with the sound and visual team.
9) Each team member assumed "homework" on the above items. The team agreed to meet monthly
at a minimum, more often as deemed necessary. As such, we agreed to reconvene in early April.
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Miczulski
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“Reading the Bible Again for the First Time”
Beginning April 7 for 10 weeks (1 chapter per week)
Wednesdays 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89664630184?pwd=U3JLTmZPSDljanI2NUJJU3Evc0hNQT09
Meeting ID: 896 6463 0184, Passcode: 455652
Used books are readily available (such as Amazon.com or AbeBooks.com)
One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful people today is how to read the
Bible faithfully without abandoning our sense of truth and history. Reading the
Bible Again for the First Time provides a much-needed solution to the problem
of how to have a fully authentic yet contemporary understanding of the scriptures. Acclaimed author Marcus Borg reveals how it is possible to reconcile the
Bible with both a scientific and critical way of thinking and our deepest spiritual
needs, leading to a contemporary yet grounded experience of the sacred texts.
Borg traces his personal spiritual journey, describing for readers how he
moved from an unquestioning childhood belief in the biblical stories to a more
powerful and dynamic relationship with the Bible as a sacred text brimming
with meaning and guidance. Using his own experience as an example, he reveals how the modern crisis of faith is itself rooted in the misinterpretation of sacred texts as historical record and divine dictation, and opens readers to a truer, more abundant perspective.
This unique book invites everyone—whatever one's religious background—to engage the Bible,
wrestle with its meaning, explore its mysteries, and understand its relevance. Borg shows us how to
encounter the Bible in a fresh way that rejects the limits of simple literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives.
Sandra Drage will lead this study. Whether you know the Bible inside and out or simply want to know
more about this great book, all are welcome! Please contact Sandra Drage or the office if you are
interested in attending.

Registration for La Foret Summer Camp is Open!
Early Registration Open for Grand Camp!
July 2-4, 2021. We are so excited to offer this special experience this summer, as the last months of
distancing have been especially hard for grandparents and grandchildren. Enjoy fun summer camp
activities and create lasting memories together. Register here.
Early Registration Open for Contemplative Camp!
July 18-24. Co-led by Rev. Sal Palmer and Buddhist practitioner Ron Frost. Register here.
30 Minute Sanctuaries
Every other Monday starting April 12, at 6 pm. Step away from the noise and enjoy a structured time
of short reflections and intentional silence. Featuring Rev. Karen Winkel, Rev. Roger Butts, Rev. Logan Bennett, Rev. Erin Gilmore, Rev. Sue Artt, and Spiritual Director, Robin StretchCrocker. Register here.
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Elizabeth or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Serving in April

Financial Notes

LAY READERS:
4/4
Paul Heintzleman and Heather Jackson
4/11 Craig Bialy and Rhonda Racicot
4/18 Bev Laing and Mary Kauffman
4/25 Brian Schuetz and Paul Heintzleman

Budgeted Offerings through February: $30,597.66
Offerings Received: $29,643.30
Donation of Goods/Services in February: $121.98

April Celebrations
Birthdays
4/3
Delores Helzer
Mary Depperschmidt
4/4
Jim Croissant
4/5
Valerie Carlson
Orlene Biggert
4/6
Carol Schuetz
4/7
Tom Frank
4/17 Don Brehm
4/19 Heather Jackson
4/20 Parker Jackson

4/22
4/26
4/29
4/30

Tim Schuetz
Rebecca Trupp
Doris Bohl
Grace Haskins
Jon Haux

Anniversaries
4/19 Kris and Amy Starck
4/25 Kim and Jennifer Ogle

Church Staff
Rev. Elizabeth Endicott, Interim Pastor, endicotteliz@gmail.com
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson, Settled Pastor (on parental leave)
Nikki Glantz, Music Director & Accompanist, nikki@lovelanducc.org
Staci Hennings, Administrative Assistant, office@lovelanducc.org

If your birthday or
anniversary is NOT listed,
please let the office know.

The Herald

Page 8

APRIL
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

28
Palm Sunday

29

30
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

31

1
Maundy
Thursday

2
Good Friday

3

Virtual Worship 10 am

Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

Virtual "White
Privilege: Let's Talk"
2 pm

4
Easter Sunday

5
Office Closed

Sunrise Service
6:30 am

6
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

7
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

8
Virtual Re-Entry
Team 7 pm

9

10

14
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

15
Newsletter
Deadline

16

17

Virtual Deacons
7 pm

Virtual Worship 10 am

11
12
Virtual Worship 10 am Virtual Mission &
Outreach
3:30 pm

Virtual Trustees
6:30 pm

13
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Staff Meeting
10 am

Open &
Affirming
Discernment
7 pm

Virtual Church
Board 7:30 pm

18
Virtual Worship 10 am

19

Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

25
Outdoor Worship at
the Kauffman’s 10 am

20
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

21
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

22

23

24

28
Virtual Book
Study 8 am

29

30

1

Virtual Re-Entry
Team 7 pm

26

27
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Virtual Faith
Formation 9 am
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Open & Affirming Discernment Team Update

(continued next page)
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Open & Affirming Discernment Team Update (cont.)

(continued next page)
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Open & Affirming Discernment Team Update (cont.)

(continued next page)
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Open & Affirming Discernment Team Update (cont.)

First Congregational Church
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