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Minister’s Musings
Dearly Beloved,
I daresay, we have been ready for the end of 2020 since about mid-March. Again and again, I have
found myself saying: “This is the year that will not relent.” And we have watched its unrelenting. In a
pandemic whose spread across our nation is stealing lives at a staggering, heart-stopping rate. We
have witnessed the year’s unrelenting in fires that raged across our nation, threatening the homes
and cabins of people within our congregation and destroying countless others. We have had our
consciousness raised around the ongoing reality of racism and white supremacy in our nation. And
we have watched and sought to help where we can as our neighbors (and some of us!) lost jobs,
struggled to make rent and buy food much less celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas. And, of
course, all of that is on top of the personal losses that we have each experienced. 2020 has been a
year that has not relented.
The reality is that those struggles will not simply melt away as the ball drops in Times Square to ring
in 2021. Even with vaccines (thank heavens for those!), the pandemic is still far from over. The problems of racial injustice and four centuries of inequity are far from solved. Jobs will not suddenly return and the impact of lost income, evictions and postponed bills will continue to debilitate millions
of our neighbors. Climate change will continue to bring storms, floods and fires that destroy homes,
infrastructure and crops. The specter of wide-spread famine will loom across the globe.
Now, it’s not all doom and gloom. With this New Year, we hope will come some return to the life we
knew pre-pandemic: family gatherings, in-person school and worship, picnics, movies, concerts,
shaking hands, and hugging! But it is a new normal into which we will be stepping. The need for
God’s good news will be greater than ever and with it, the need for us to be intentional about what it
means to be good stewards of creation and co-creators of God’s beloved community.
As we look towards the New Year, I hope we will ask how God is calling us, First Congregational
Church Loveland UCC, to bear witness to Christ’s presence in the world. How is God calling us to
grow? What resources do we have to do more impactful ministry within our congregation and beyond? Who is being left out of our church family, our wider communities or our nation? How is God
calling us to be harbingers of the good news of God’s steadfast love, grace and justice?

These are big questions. But we are up to asking them. We are up to wrestling with them. We are up
to disagreeing about them, holding our disagreements and still moving forward. This year, I have
watched our congregation thrive – even when we could not break bread together, hold hands, or
embrace one another. I have watched you BE the church. And it is a humbling and inspiring thing. As
a new year begins, let us continues to listen deeply for God’s call. Let us dig deep to boldly walk forward, answering “Yes! Here I am!” as the Holy Spirit invites us onto the uncertain journey of faith
where the only certainties are God’s presence and guidance.
In faith, love and deep gratitude,
Thandiwe
Rev. Thandiwe Dale-Ferguson ⚫ Email: Thandiwe@LovelandUCC.org
800 N Lincoln Avenue, Loveland CO 80537 ⚫ Phone: (970) 667-4884
Email: Office@LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Website: LovelandUCC.org ⚫ Facebook: Loveland UCC
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Sunday Morning Worship, 10:00 am
Zoom Call-In
Dial: 312 626 6799
When prompted for the meeting ID, Enter: 966 390 616#
Zoom Meeting By Computer:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/966390616?pwd=eXBlRC9Kc0V6S3BxM3NBQzlDaHRTdz09
Meeting ID: 966 390 616; Password: 773088
Sunday Sermon on Facebook Live (starting around 10:40 am)
Please note that the sermon is being shared on Pastor Thandiwe's Facebook Page for greater
reach. https://www.facebook.com/thandiwe.daleferguson
Church YouTube Channel
You can find previous sermons as well as some of the other worship videos we are creating on First
Congregational Church Loveland UCC's YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrrCKy5GPVQ6Po7hW6qOqPw/

An Uncertain Journey: Worship in the New Year
We will continue our worship theme of “An Uncertain Journey” even as we move from the journey to
the manger to Jesus’ journey in his early ministry. See, the journey of faith is always uncertain. We
cannot control nearly as much as we might like to believe. Often, the interruptions, the unexpected
detours, and the chance encounters teach us more about the Divine than the planned and routine.
What is uncertain for you as we step into this New Year? Perhaps instead of simply having a New
Year’s resolution, you can acknowledge some of that uncertainty and practice turning it over to God:
surrendering, trusting and following. And, as always, the good news is that we are never alone. We
journey together and we journey with God.

Pastor Thandiwe’s Vacation
Pastor Thandiwe will be on vacation from Monday, December 28 through Sunday, January 10. Please
contact Deacon Co-Chair Dana Stanke with any pastoral emergencies. Rev. Tracey Perry will preach
on Sundays January 3 and 10.

Virtual Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 17, following worship
We will have a Zoom Annual Meeting on January 17 immediately following our worship service. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Officers will be installed on January 24 during worship.
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90th Birthday Card Shower!
MARLYS IS TURNING 90!
It's party time! That's right, it's Marlys Arndt's 90th birthday on January 8,
2021. We'd like to shower her in cards so it will be a birthday to remember. Cards can be mailed to her at 1608 Avondale Dr, Loveland CO
80538. Please remember, no gifts are necessary. Thank you all for participating in our fun. Questions, call Linda Arndt (970) 203-4828.

Seasonal Worship Planning Teams
The Spring and Summer Creative Worship Design Teams are beginning to plan for worship during
our spring and summer seasons. These teams pick a theme, plan the order of worship, create our sacred space for the season and plan any special events that may occur during the season. If you
would like to participate in the summer (forming) or autumn (not yet formed) seasonal teams, please
contact Pastor Thandiwe.

Household Items Needed by Survivor of Violence
Frances recently moved to Colorado after leaving an unsafe situation in another state. After some
time at Alternatives to Violence (Loveland’s domestic violence shelter), she found her way to our
church. Your gifts to our COVID-19 emergency relief assisted her with the transition from living in
the shelter to settling in her own apartment. She is now in an apartment but has no furniture or
kitchen equipment.
If you have any gently-used furniture or household items that you no longer need, please consider
donating them to help Frances get set up in her new apartment.
Among other things, Frances needs:
Bed (full/Queen and twin)
Dresser
Bedside table(s)
Table & chairs
Living room furniture
Linens
Lamps
Artwork/decorative items to hang on her walls
Kitchen items (pots, pans, dishes, etc. – she does already have a microwave)
Gently used kitchen supplies and linens may simply be dropped off at the church marked for
Frances. Please contact Pastor Thandiwe about furniture so we can ensure Frances does not receive
more than she needs and so we can coordinate delivery.

Thank You!
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for all of your cards, prayers, gifts and notes this Christmas season! As always, I am both
staggered and humbled by your generosity!
Love and peace, Thandiwe
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In Need of Financial Assistance?
Our congregation has set aside some funds to assist members of our congregation and extended
community (your neighbors, friends, family) with money for groceries, rent, mortgage payments and
medical bills. Please reach out to Pastor Thandiwe or one of our deacons.

Online & Text Giving is Now Available!
ONLINE GIVING: First Congregational Church is now ready to accept online donations! Please go to: https://FCCUCC.breezechms.com/give/online
TEXT TO GIVE: Simply text the amount that you'd like to give (e.g. 10) to 720-674-7372. You will
be directed to a secure link to give to the church!

Serving in January

Financial Notes

LAY READERS:
1/3
Jeslyn Haux
1/10 Craig Bialy
1/17 Bev Laing
1/24 Heather Jackson
1/31 Kathy Bialy

Budgeted Offerings through November: $156,750
Offerings Received: $174,060
Donation of Goods/Services in November: $0

January Celebrations
Birthdays
Mark Orth
Marlys Arndt
Jan Smith
Bill Currier
Annelda Helzer
Pat Kukus
Ana Gobledale
Brian Kukus
Linda Daniels
Pat Betz
Daniel Gardner

Anniversaries
Tod & Ana Gobledale
Jan & Nora Smith
Walt & Kalyn Bonn
Steve & Pat Betz
Tim & Debbie Schuetz

If your birthday or
anniversary is NOT listed,
please let the office know.
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JANUARY
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27
Virtual Worship 10 am

28
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

29
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

30
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

31
New Year’s Eve

1
New Year’s Day

2

Office Closed

Office Closed

Office Closed

Pastor Thandiwe Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office
Out of Office
Office Closed

3
Pastor Thandiwe Out
of Office

4
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

5
Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

11
Virtual Mission &
Outreach
3:30 pm

12
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual Worship 10 am

10
Pastor Thandiwe Out
of Office
Virtual Worship 10 am
Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

17
Virtual Worship 10 am
Virtual Annual
Meeting 11 am

24
Virtual Worship 10 am

Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

Pastor Thandiwe
Out of Office

7
8
9
Pastor Thandiwe Pastor Thandiwe
Pastor
Out of Office
Out of Office
Thandiwe Out
of Office
Virtual ONA
Discernment
7 pm

13
Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

14

15
Newsletter
Deadline

16

20
Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

21
Virtual ONA
Discernment
7 pm

22

23

27
Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

28

29

30

3
Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

4
Virtual ONA
Discernment
7 pm

5

6

Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am
Staff Meeting
1 pm

18
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

19
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual Deacons
7 pm

Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

25

26
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am

Virtual Youth Group
12:30 pm

31
Virtual Worship 10 am

6
Epiphany

Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am

1

2
Virtual Lectio
Divina 8 am
Pastor’s Office
Hours 10 am
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Note from the Moderator: Thandiwe’s Maternity Leave
Thandiwe has been working with the Deacons, Trustees, Creative Worship Design Team and church
staff, as well as with the person the Deacons have asked to help cover her time away, Elizabeth Endicott.
Elizabeth is an ordained member of our congregation, and lives in Fort Collins. The Deacons have
approved her covering Thandiwe’s leave, to include: preaching, leading worship, writing the midweek message, and providing emergency pastoral care if needed.
Thandiwe’s leave is scheduled to start around March 27th. The church’s Short-Term Disability Insurance (SDI), will cover 6 weeks of this leave at 60% pay. The church will pay for an additional 4 weeks
at full pay. Thandiwe was given the option of 8 weeks, per church policy, or 10 weeks, with 8 of them
being paid. She saw the additional time as a gift, and chose that option. Elizabeth has agreed to be
with us for all 10 weeks, and is being paid from the money the church is saving due to Thandiwe being on SDI.
Our hope is to provide excellent, experienced, and consistent coverage for our congregation's continued thriving during Thandiwe's absence, and to allow Thandiwe to have 10 weeks to be fully present with her new baby and her family without having to worry about our congregation. We want to
ensure that both our congregation and our pastor have what they need to navigate this time with
grace, and to return together with new learnings and experiences.
Grace and peace, Paul Heintzleman

